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Being a SERMON preached 7une 17, 1659. 
ar the Funerals of Mr. Sanuel Facomb, B. D. Miniſter 
of the Goſpel at S. Mary Woolnoth in Lumbaydſtreet, 
LONDON, and lately Fellow of Queens Colledge 
in Cambridge, 


By STMON PATRICK, D.D. 


1 COR. ?. 29, 30, 31. 

The time is ftort : Jt remaineththat both they that have wives, 
be as they that hawe none : and they that weep, 65 thing! 
they wept not : and they that rejoyee, as though they rejoyce« 
not, Cc. for ihe fuſkion of this woHld paſſeth weey, 
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tomy Know thath ſhallbutres 
T I. "yIveyour grief by: ſends 
KI in 'this Serrhan to-your 
hands + butriv'is a! trouble; which 


you have drawn upon. your ſelf, by 


deſiring toſeethat whichyybuheard. 
'& was ndt-mectthat 1 ſhould cefiſt 
A 2 your 
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'- your rank, becauſe your Brother 

whom. Þ had reaſon to love as my 
ſelf, uſedto deny you nothing; yer 
if I had obtained leiſure to have 
conſidered theſe things over again 


more degply.;7 you ught have ſeen 
them . (itis poſſible) preſſed with 


more (eight; ob Angupepty agg 


put into a more exaQ order : But 
Gince you were deſirous that I would 
diſpatch them tothe Preſs ſpeedily , 
theſe Papers come to you to in- 
ereat- you that: lyourwill be contetie 
to beatd ſhare intho faults that by 
reaſvh? eÞthafte miy Crit is likely) 
be diſcerchaut; 1 in them. Andif 1 
"could! require. you in'> a: greater 
matter by: alleviating your griefs, 
and' helping! you: :baar your 

ſorrows, 
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| forrows,7 Liſboukd rexily teial 
you my hardy, yea and my ſhout. 
ders. Bur Thanks bers Gotl:you 
need not my affiftance bur have 
teatnt- co beay-paticntly :chis fad 
providence, - Iris an eafie mactsr 
to be pleaſe with  Gods- provi- 
-dences' when: he 'doth what 'we 
would - have him $-but ro \r6- 
joyce in adverſe things”: and 'to 
ſuck ſome ſweerneſs our of Gall 
and Wormwood , 1s very hard: 
Every body can threſh cornourt 
of full ſheavs, and ferch water out 
of the Thames , but to: bring an 
harveſt out of the dry ſtubble , 

and todraw water out of a mY 
is the work only of a divine 
power, which can bring good our 
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'of dvil. F'need not daybt byt you are 
endved-withic , and'thar God will 
comfort you with the ſame comforts 
aherewicth you comfart others, and 
that you will ſay Ezen this #4 good 

200..... Let. me have a ſhare in your - 
prayers that it may be ſanQifyedto 
me alſo, who ought to think my | 
Flf concerned in it , and I ſhall 
gver remain 
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Your true Friend to ſerve yau, 


« we 


v 11% 
Foterſes, June 28. 
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To the Right Worlbipful 
THOMAS VINER 
Alderman of the City of LONDON, 


And 


The reſt of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh 
of St. Mary Woolnoth Lumbardſireet, 


>» > HEM the foul 3s ſet in ſad 
2 VER circumſtances, and cloath- 


VEN ed with black and mourn- 
on ful thoughts, it is very apt 
to hearken to ſober counſels, and to en- 
tertain pious. purpoſes aud reſolutions. 
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Come ee en men 
THE EPISTLE 


Aer; of 1221, found any good ac 
Feptance wth yott then ; they come now 
again to asR you whether you ſiill fland 
ſo affeed', :and continue in the ſame 
mind, ancan find in your heart upon 
ſecond metiqn tg renew your good res 
ſelttiong. . TONY : WeT BY | 

Far, whey the ſoul. that hath been 
fout upinit ſelf, habit þen again 
w le ip fone, light of mirth and glad- 
neſs ,, alt dvr [ad and ferious purpoſes 
grere 3 to run out 'at the ſame door , 

hats unleſs. 
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DEDICATORY. 
gies i we taks bb goed Bred and give an 
eepreſs* command for their flay by Sug | 
ing faſt hol4 upon them. Wh the foul 
grows gay and pleaſant again, it is apt 
zo Took; upon its former reſolves but as 
Melancholy fancies, or to retain only 
ſuch a'weak remembrance of them as we 
do of the ſhadow of a dream : or they 
ſeem as things ao that we are run away 
from,, and have left far behind us; 
phich when we mere preſent looks as big 
as a Church Steeple , but now at a di- 
ſtance ſeem no bigger then the Slump of 
a Tree. And therefore it is neteſſary 
that you ask, your ſelves how the rink 
that were then plainly repreſented, ap- 
pear unto you at ten or eleven daies di- 
Fancefrom them. Ask your ſelves, I 


fay,whether now "——_ fogreat and 
weighty 


"THE EPISTLE 
— weighty, a4 it's poſſible they might when 
you were very near unto them ; and 
whenher now that you are counting your 
money and about your trades, you have 
as good a mind to reckon your dayes a- 
right,aa perhaps you had when God and 
you. were reckoning together. If you 
would know your ſouls aright, and be 
acquainted with your opnitemper, you 
mu? take your ſelves in all moods, both 
when you are merry and when you are 
ſad, when you are in health az well as 
when you are ſick; and if you like the 
ſame truths alike at all times, it is an 
argument of a healthful conflitution. So 
ſome of the Perſuan wiſe men adviſed 
that a man ſhould conſider of a bufineſs 
both when he had drunk. liberally and 
when. be was faſting , inthe night and 
| ” 


i the day, when RR angry. and, = 
when he was well pleaſed,and he might. 
 beſureit was @ reaſonablething fig it aps. 
peared ſo from whatſoever lation... he. 
looked upon it. In like manner Lag... 
viſe and entreat you to conſider whether. 
you like theſe things not only when you. 
were ſwallowed up with ſorrow, but now 
that you have dried your eyes. Do they 
appear the ſame now to your ſight, ra 
they did when you looks upon them 
through tears * Can you like theſe 
things in ſhops,a5 you did in the Church? 
Now that they are preſented to your eyes, 
* as when they ſiruck your ears? Ak 
| your ſouls whether they are at ſo much 
leifure as to conſider once more of them. 
Zell your ſelves whether any ſuch ſenſe 


of the truth remain upon them, that you 
pill 
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wilt 1H) bow you Ihe them upon fecondt 
thouphts. And I pray our good God 
that whoſoever of you taketh a review 


oftheſe things, may learn ſo muth of 


this Divine Art 2s to take an account 
of the daies be bath paſted, 10 keep 2 
fair account ofthe reft of his life, and to 
give up his accounts with joy at the day 
of our Lord. T nfe this boldneſs and 
freedom of ſpeech to you , becauſe you 
Bave been ufed unto it by my deat 
Friend, and becauſe I think, thereby 
ſpall beft ſerve both the truth and you. 
Let mebe ſo importunate therefore with 
yon;94 t9 conjure you by all the names 
of Tout and dearneſs , by all thats 
pretious and valuableto you, by the ve- 
membr ance of our Lord, by the yememns 
brante of all the Servants of the Lord 

| _ that 
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that bave laboared aIRONG YO, h t the 
j7 yh bear to en, own Lat 19 

t was not fend i it MW in by 
wg. Fay pvrld, ro a in Ly 

and. Tecreations , but let God 

| eonfigerable pertionof it. Same * ihe 
Te haze carefu ty probibted the 
poſlful. Mi ſence of mens hours ; and 
therefore Ugg. well be ſuffered. i I be 
argent with J0u 29 zo redeem them, Þ 
18.0 notable teSTimony: that Alan, gives _ ww 
of..the Laced gmonians \ that they Nev 3 


vere hugely parfimonjousand even yr 9 
.cqyetqus; of their ime ; ſpending g58 &c. 


wa about neceſſary thinss nd ſuſfering Mie. 5 
_woCitizen either to be idle or to play; 
ig ki, much that when is was told that 


ſome 


a -v - 5; 
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fe - uſed to walk in the afternoons for 
| their recreation, the Ephori forbad it 
| a4 $)apouring of pare ces would have 
| bem to. recreate, their bodies by © : 
| manly exerciſes which had ſome pro 't 
| 


them, aud would breed them to 0b fer 


* 


ace to the Commert good, How' milth 
lll, they ſhame us in te day of judg 


|  .inent, when it ſhall appear that al 
| tbriftineſs of of theirs was not ſo much for 
| their fouls as for the profit of their Ci- 
| 3 OP ty; and we would riot uſe half {ouch 
| | : ** carg for tnmortal bel gs, "and the \ſecte- 
| ; . Ting of a better Country which is an hes 
| Hgnd venty. Themiſtocles ſeeing two Cocks 
| fight when be was_goingto a battle;yoii- 
| td his s Souldiers 0 them, and aid, 
Dy you ſee yonder Combatants how 'vit= 
| ſlant they deal thelr "blows? and yet 
| they 
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they fight not for their Country, nd for 
their Gods, nor for the honour of thiir 
Anceſtors; no nor for glory, mor liber- 
ty, nor thildren,” but meerly to Ver 
come and crow over "the vanquiſhed. 
What courage then ny'brave Countrey- 
men; ould, this put into your hearts; on 

whoſe-refolution all eſe dpend. nd by 
whoſe valour they ſubſift * The fame 1 
ſaytoyout; Do you fer bow ſparing and 
ſevingof their timethe old Lacedzmo- 
nians were ? And yet it was not for the 
worſhipping of ti Gods , nor for the 
attending totheir fouls, &e. tut MELT = 
- that they might be hardy Syuldiers 


ond might overcome all thyr enemies. 


How good Husbands then ought we all 


20 be * ; bow waliantly ſhould we reſiſt all 
Theeves and Robbers that would ſteal 


" away 
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away Qur. time from- us FI ' when\itis fr 
God, far beaven, ai JO tae ſafdty-of coun 
ſouls, #0 and x VT: happineys! FR 
and. quiet in, this\ world \allp;\ | this 
diſcourſe may any thing quicken your bet 
vgt-me be fargot. in. theft good ous v-thit 
30% ſpend with God, and. 1 ſoul tet for- 
get to proy for y0u:\ that het + 
wide aPaftor far yen after bigdae beart, 
that will. feed'y9n with hnomledgrauy 
underſtanding.., " and. guide Seronche 
goodald pazhs that diag th aver ſing 
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T he right Art of numbring 
5 our DAYES; 
/ PSALM XC. 12. 


So teach us to number our dayes, that we 
may apply our hearts unto Wiſdom. 
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&@ F 1 were come hither to vent 
PR wy own pallions,they wou: 

= have been better pleaſed in 
as the choice .of ſome. other 
'Text ther» this that I have 
read unto you. When I firft heard of the 
departureof mine and your dear Friend, 
thoſe 
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2 Sam.1, 


thoſe words of David did ftrike my 
wind, ahd methought did very will fic 


"wy mouth, with the alteration of a name 
-only. 1 am diſtreſſed. for thee my Brother 


Jacomb : wery pleaſant haſt thou been to 
me : thy love to me was wonderful, paſſing 
the love of Women. Upon this Text it 1s 
poſſible that affe&ion would havetaught 
me eloquence. Greif it ſelf it would 
have been pleaſed that I ſhould have rela- 
red hispleaſantneſs. Sorrow would have 
been contented that I ſhould have re- 
membred the joyes of his ſociety ; for 
they would have been huge gainers by it 
in the concluſion, when the heat and ar- 
dency of the affeGion would have but en- 
ded in greater drops of tears for the loſs 
of ſuch a Friend.O how willingly could I 
fall yourears with ſuch pathetick groans 
as thoſe of David, ſaying, O my Friend, 
my Friend, would Ged I had ayed for thee 
my Friend, my Friend ! And thenT ima- 
pine that I ſhould hear the return of anvu- 
niverfal groan from all your hearts, more 
fad then his dofeful knell. I imagine that 
at feaſt you would ſay in your thoughts 


33 rhe Diſciples did, when they ſaw our 


Qvionr weep, Behold how he loved him ! 
<4 2 It 
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It were eafie with a very little art to 
make this place a Bochim, a place of wee« 
pers, ſo that it ſhould be faid by thoſe 
that ſee you, as they ſaidat good Facobs 
Funeral; This is a grievous mourning to this 
people. But then my beloved, when the 
flood wasa little faln, and the tempeſt 
blown over, when Reaſon and Religion 
had leave to return and take their places, 
you afid I would begin to ask our ſelves, 
What have we done ? what a folly is it to 
ſuffer ſuch a deluge that ſhould drown 
the thoughts of Gad ? What forgetfulneſs 
to let grief ſtifle the motions of our ſou] 
to him that ought to have the precedence 
of all our other relations ? Then ſhould 
we begin again to lament our too for 
ward lamentations ; then ſhould we call 
for a new.tide to waſh away the former 
mud, Yea, and the ſoul of our pious Bro- 
ther if it could be ſenſible of what we ſay 
anddo here, would be muchgrieved too, 
that he ſt ould leave ſuch an unwor thy 
friend behind him to diſcourſe at his Fu- 
neral, as knew not how to prefer Gods 
honour before all the reſpect that is owing 
unto him. 
I will remember therefore that it was 
B 2 his 
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his Cefire, and ought to be mine alſo, 
that [ ſhould ſerve the good of your ſouls, 
and accordingly I ſhall ſpeak-as much as 
I can for God, before -I ſpeak any thing * 
of -him. And what ] ſay of -him, I ſhall 
endeavour likewiſe may refle& honour 
and plory upon God, and redound to 
your profit and edification 

For this purpoſe | have choſen theſe 
words of the Pſalmiſt, which areno leſs 
ſuitable to the occaſion, then they will 
ſeem perhaps to ſome of you to be to the 
times wherein we live. 

The Title of the Pſalm tellsus that they 
are part ofa Prayer of eMoſes the Man of 
God ; and as the Chaldee Paraphraſe ſaith 
of a Prayer which he made when the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael ſinned in the Wilderneſs, 
and many of them were ſuddenly cut off, 
and the reſt waſted away in that barren 
place. He begins his addreſs to' God 
with an acknowledgment of his eternity, 
and everliving goodneſs, and of mans de- 
pendence on him, even as a word doth 
upon the mouth of him that ſpeaks it ; ſo 
that if he do but ſay to man Return, he 
preſently goes unto his duſt, Fer.1,2,3,4. 
And more eſpecially he acknowledgeth 
how 


right Art of numbzing our dayes, 


how obnoxious men have made themſelves 
co. God by contumacy, and rebellion a» 
gainſt him ; and how they ſhorten roo 
often their own lives by kindling the an- 
ger of God againſt them, from Yer. 5. to 
Ver. 10. where he ſhews how he ſweeps 
them away as a torrent that bears all be- 
fore it ; how he ſurprizeth them ſudden- 
ly when they never dream of it ; and 
- makes them wither away !1ke a flower by 
ſome unexpeced nipping blaſt, that cau- 
ſeth it to hang down its head and die: The 
reaſon of which ſeverity and ſharp pro- 
ceeding is from their fins, whereby they 
dar'd him to his face, and openly con- 
temned his ſacred Government. This was 
the very caſe of the ]ſ-aelites in the Wil- 
derneſs, whenthe wrath of God came up- 
on them and ſlue the fatteſt of them, and 
ſmote down the choſen men among them, 
as it is Pſal.87.31. 

- But how inconſiderate fooliſh man is, 
in thus ſinning againſt: God, the Pſalmif 
ſeems to confeſs, when he ſaith, Ver. 1 o. 
The aayes of our years are threeſcore years 
and ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength they 
be fourſcore years, yet u their ſtrength 1a- 
bokr and ſorrow , &C. i.e. There is no 

B 3 need 


Ver.5, 6. 


Ver. $. 
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need to ſtir up thy wrath ; for our dayes 
are ſhort enough of themſelves : we have 
wuch ado to crawl to cighty years ; and 
if we do, the very weakneſs and infirmi- 
ties.of our Age will breed us ſufficjent 
trouble and ſorrow, without any addi» 
tional priefs from the juſt diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty. 

And yet for all this,he ſadly complains 


that very few minded or conſidered the . 


power of Gods anger, which is as great 
2S men can poſſibly fear or imagine'it to 
be, and greateſt of all toward thoſe that 
profeſs to fear him, but yet rebel againſt 
him, _ 11, Who knows the power of thy 
#nger, ec. Alas! very few that conſider 
how often they provoke God, how jea- 
{ous he is of his name, and conſequently 
how ſhort theix dayes are like to be who 
do diſhonqur unto it. In the words of my 
Text theref:re he heartily beſeeches the 
Lord that he would teach them to num- 
ber their dayes as uy ought, and pro- 
in; "i that ( after all theſe corrections 
they wiil bringa heart of wifdome. For 


Fo the words run in the Hebrew, as ob-' 


-.vufly as way be to any ones obſerva- 
& 0}: + 34 CV ; %*ſo ( fo Fs {0 as ye ſhould ) 
io 
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to wunber our daies TWIN AA? FIN and 
we will bring 4 heart of wiſdom, or a wiſe 
heart. | 

According to this rendrinp of them, 
they contain A Prayer to God, and A Pros 
wiſe. He firſt prayes for ſomething that te 
would have God to do, Teach ws ſoto num- 
ber our dayes; and Secondly he promiſes 
ſomething that they will do; We will 
bring wiſe heart. Or according to the 
ordinary tranſlation, the words are an 
intire petition, Firſt for grace, to teach 
us to number our dayes aright: Secondly 
for effecual grace, which may ſo teach us 
that good way come of it ; fo that there 
may be ſome good effe& of. the account, 
and it may amount to ſome valuable eon- 
deratfon. 

I ſhall negle& neither of theſe tranfla- 
rions, nor. any elſe that ſhall appear to 
be genuine and unforced, but ſhall ſpeak 
to them in theſe following Obſervations, 


-Qr inthe wſe and application of them. 


Firſt, That we are very apt to miſreckox. 
axd in nothing more then in the buſinef# of 
þfe. 

Secondly , That onr life i very ſhort if 
we take it at thebeſp. EP 

| B 4 Thirdlr, 


= p , 
hd _ 
= — I —_—_ »- " þ # 4 . athens 4 I IEN 


Divine Arichmetick; D21 the 


Thirdly, /; That the rig right numbring of on our 
dayes 1s earneſtly and diligently tobe inqui- 
redout. 

Fourthly, That the b _ diſpoſition to at- 
fain this true Art of nu 
heart and a pions mind. 


ring, is a praying 


OBSERV. I. 


Or the firſt, it is moſt plainly ſuppo- 

ſed, inthat we need a Maſter to teach 
'us to reckon right, It wou:d be worth my 
paing to ſhew you how much we are out 
in ouFaccounts about the things of this 
world, What a ſumm do we make theſe 
Cyphers , theſe empty nothings amount 
unto ? What a rate do we ſet upon riches? 
at what huge ſumms do we purcffaſe ho- 
nours? ec. How vainly do we think that 
ſuch an enjoyment will make- az adaztion 
to our contentment ? how do we multiply 
our hopes without any certainty ? cc.and 
in the mean time heaven and all the great 
realities of another world ſtand for no- 
thing in our account, Co in reference to 
our ſelves I might ſhew.you, how few ſins 
or miſcarriages we take any notice of, if 
gver ye happen (which is bur ſeldom) _ 

Ca 


lt... cat. KH. 
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call our ſelves to an account;and how ma- 


ny good deeds we very falfly reckon up, 
But. I ſhall confine my felf to the bad A- 
rithmetick of men in numbring of their 
days,which the Text moſt naturally leads 
me unto ; and ina few words I ſhall ſhew 
you how men miſreckon in the bufineſs of 
life. 

Firſt, They are very much out in their 
reckoning, if we look upon the account 
it ſelf; 'And ſecondly, if we examine the 
rule by which they number, 

For. the account, that is very falſe 
- which men wake. 

Firſt, About the length of their days, 
they tell to ſo many thouſands, and are 
very loth to make an end, when perhaps 
their life way be ſum'd up in one figure. 
Yea the rich fogol in the Goſpel would ra- 
ther tell by many years then many days, 
ſaying, Soul, thou ha 
* py years; Eat,'drink and be merry. He that 
could not tell rruly fo oxe (for that night 
his ſoul was required)tells till he came to 
@million. What an huge miſtake ! what an 
' Irrecoverable error was this, that cou'd 
never beamended!But thus doall men ge- 
neraly miſcount in the days of their health; 


and 


e 
ff goods laid up for ma- Luke 12: 


1% 


Divine Arithmetick; © the 


Iſa 4To 


and which is molt ſtrange, even dying 
men oft-times think of nothing but reco- 
veringand living ſtill in the world. They 
zumber by years and not by days, or 
reckon all days to be long, and none ſhort. 
Secondly, Their account is very falſe 
about the quality of theſe days. You 
thall ſcarce meet with any man , but he 
reckons ſo much pleaſure 1n ſuch a con- 
ditton which ſhortly he hopes to attain ; 
and accounts upon ſo much joy from 
every mutation and change that he. ſhall 
make. He thinks that a!l his dayes; be 
they ſhort or long, muſt all be Summer 
and Sun-ſhine dayes. He dreams not of 
the evil days (as the Scripture callsthem) 
e.e. the days of adverſity and miſery ; he 
thinks not of a ſtorm or a tempeſt, of a 
cloud that may cover his Sky, and bring 
a fad darknefs upon all his mirth and 
pleaſure ; and ſo he never-provides a- 
gain(t it,but is miſerably ſurprized when 
he ſees all his expedations periſh. Men 
are like Babylon, that ſaid, I ſhall fit as a 
Lady for ever: I ſhall never know Wzd- 
dowhood , nor the loſs of children. :I 
ſhall be happy when I am for my ſelf; 
when I am married, when my — 
al 
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and leaves mea fair eſtate ; when I have 
builded me an houſe, and purchaſed ſo 
much land,cc. And ſothey reckon many 
years in the ſame manner, which muſt be 
all dayes and no night, all fair dayes and 
none foul. This makes, them heavy and 
oppreſſed when the dayes of darkneſs 
come, and every one ſaith, oz putarans 
(the fools Motto) I never thought of this. 
One ſad accident blots their who'e ac- 
count, and tells them to their grief how 
the whole work is wrong wherein their 
thoughts have laboured. 

Thirdly, About the uſe of theſe dayes, 
they areno leſs dangerouſly miſtaken.Men 
reckon that there are none but Play-dayes 
in their life, and they can find never « 
working day among them. All their dayes 
intheir Calendar are Feſtivals : And they 
are ſo far from minding the buſineſs of 
life, #z. dreſſing up their ſouls for God in 
a bleſſed eternity by Religion and Holi- 
neſs, that 4 Sazzt ſhould have no reſpe& 
from wany that pretend to honour him, 
were It not that he gets them leave to 


play more freely. The whole courſe of 


their lives is but a ſporting buſineſs, and 
when they lay aſide their worldly affairs, 


om \ 


it. 
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1 15s but to obtain leiſure to be more fro- 
lick. Fhere are thoſe in the world that 
do nothing elſe but make their bodies 
ſpruce and trim, that learn to ſpeak finely, 
and court Ladies, that in the morning are 
imployed between the comb 'and the 
glaſs, and in the afternoon would have 
others look on them as much as they did 
in theglaſs. Theſe accuunta hair or two 
out of their place of as great moment. as 
the ſacking of a Town ; and you may ſay 
they are imployed in the ſame ſenſe that 
Children are, wken they are dreſſing-up 

a Paby. | 
.A fecond ſort wecannot but ſee inthe 
world, whoſe ſtudy isto flatter thoſe that 
are great ; who learn to crouch and com- 
ply moſt baſei'y with all their humours, 
who gape for a place of preferment as a 
dog doth for a bone ; and they know no 
other uſe of a day, but to provide for to 
morrow if they can. How many others 
do we ſee ſit all the day at wine,, and 
know no other bufineſs but toeat, and 
drink, and walk fromone jolly place unto 
another ? who turn days into nights, and 
nights into days ; who are meer Para- 
doxes innature, defiring to live for ever 
Ty 
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in this world, and yet gorging themſelves 
as if they meant todie to day, andnever 
to taſt more of Gods creatures? And I 
wiſh I could not ſay there are another 
ſort that have nothing at all ta do, but 
are eat up with lazineſs: Men that have 
no other thoughts but how they may ſpend 
their time which lies upon their hands, 
with leaſt trouble to themſelves : The 
vermin of the world, that do no good 
themſelves, and devour the labours, yea 
and the time of others. And for thoſe 
who you think are buſie and full of in- 
ployment, that have not a day of play 
in all their lives ( unleſs they ſleep on the 
Lords day) I pray what can you fay of 
thew, but what Sexeca doth, eperoſe nihil 
agunt, they take a great deal of pains to 
do nothing. But do they do nothing, will 
you ſay, that labour hard all day long and 
{ſweat at their work with the ſttength of 
an Ox? I anſwer yes, if they were Oxen 
and Horſes, I ſhould commend their 
pains, and think they deſerved areward; 
but ſince they havea diviner ſhape, I can 
call this toil By no better name then « /4- 
borions loitering. The may is miſerably 
ridden by the Beaſt, and ſeeing he 'takes 
7 no 
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no time to tame it; all the reſt of his toil 
is but a more painful ſort of playing, a 
more ſerious kind of Idlenefs. Ask ſuch 
a man what he would do if he could live 
an hundred years longer then yet he hath 
done, and he would tell you that he 
would add houſe to houſe, and increaſe 
his acre of land into an hundred, and ear 
and drink of the beſt ; the very voice of 
a Cow or ſuch a creature if it could 
ſpeak. In ſuch poor fancies do theſe mens 
ſouls ſport themſelves, and they do no 
more of the work of a man (which is to 
mortifie theſe carnal affe&ions, and ſtore 
their mind with divine knowledge ) then 
he doth that rolls himſelf in a ſofter and 
more delicate lazineſs. Alas poor ſouls? 
that play away their time ina moſt tyran- 
_ nous ſlavery ; that are at leifure from 
themſelves, that they may drudge in the 
ſervice df baſer things. And will you 
ſay a man that coaſts about to every ſhore 
of the world to get riches, and lade him- 
ſelf with goods, is really imployed ? His 
Ship takes as long journeys as himſelf, 
and 1s laden with as much riches as he 
pretends unto; But he knows how to 


make uſe of that riches,and be buyes land, 
or 


mm— 
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orprovides for his children, &'c. What 
then? Hedies, and as to the other world 
he is worſe then Nothing. Is this all you 
can ſay of the life of a man, that he hath 
fair poſſeſſions , and provides well for 
thoſe that ſtay behind him? Then ſure 
-_ 15no other ſtate to come ; or if there 
, the wan hath play 'd away his day, 


| os done nothing that will laſt to al 


eternity. Nay, if this be the work of a 
man, it had been better for us to have 
been Apes, or ſuch like creatures; for 
they take leaſt pains to live, and they 
need no ſuch inheritance to leave their 
young ones. And ſo you way ſay of him 
that ſtudies imperrinent things, or takes 
upall his time with other aflairs of this 
preſent world; he hath ſtood all the day 
zale, as our Saviour ſaithto thoſe that he 
ſends into the Vineyard; and his account 
at the laſt will appear o falſe,that it will 


be correvted as Philoxenu did the Fook EC &- 
that was ſent him to amend , with one m + age 
great blot from the beginning tO the end. 246 Joy 

The very Heathens have reproved. the wX* 7# 
folly of theſe men , and given ſuch adaſh ** neue 


to their accounts, that it is a- wonder 
=P ſhould not begin to think how they ** 
| | may 
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wy way live, There is a ſaying in many mens 

C | *T% 4g mouths, but 1 with 'they would think 
>" eavaxx from whom it came, that they may be 
{ CewFt- aſhamednot to pracyſeit, and it is that 
' pv) which Socrates uſed,*Wicked menlive that 
1} 27190 T- they may cat and drink, and good meneat 
PRs ol and drink that they may live. This one 
' «Pay . ſaying ſtrikes I knownot how many eur 
/\ 249 $ys- Of the number 'of the living ; and if this 
' 2 215, Heathen were alive , he would take moſt 
Fe de to bedead men, playing in the ſhape of 

ome. living. 


\ 


\ |; IT. But let-us looka whije upon the rule 


by which men reckon, and you ſhall fee 
more clearly how bad their accompts 
are. 
I. Some reckon by their age. They 
account'that the old'\muſt needs die before 
thoſe that are young ; and they reckon 
that the fewer dayes any one hath ſpent, 
the more he hath to.come, and ſo few 
think-of dying till they think it cannot 
be avoided. - Hence it 1s that one who 
iso!d faith, I ſhall never live to-fee an 
end of theſe 'troubles, but you that are 
young will behold the concluſion; and 
perhaps that party drops into the grave 
in his youthful dayes. And he that is 

young 
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young faith, Theſe will be fine things to 
talk of when we are old 5 our Nepheys 
will wonder-when we tell chem of ſuch 
ſtrange revolutions, when perhaps the 
next week he is ſent into the place of fi- 
lence. Theſeare they that reckox by ag aves; 
and who think when chi!d-hood is paſt, 

that Youth, Manhood, and gray hairs are 
all to come : But they forget the vulgar 
proverb, which ſome of the Jews ele- 
gantly expreſs, The ola Af very often 
carries the skin' of the young one to the mar- 
ker. Young men mult not let their fancy 
be ſo brisk as not to make account that 
they are but men: And what is that? May 
& like to vanity (ſaith the Plalmilt) hes as Pp! Pl 
gre as 4 ſhadow that ha ſſ, eth away. 

2. Others reckon by their ſtrenggh. 
and luſtineſs of body, and imagine that 
their conſtirution 1s ſo healthful that they 
are able to wraſtle a fall with the greateſt 
ſickneſs. Their rule is, that the beit built 
houſe ſhall ſtand longel t : 2 very fa'ſe and 
deceitful rule! For on a ſudden we ſee 
the fire of a feaver will burn up and con» 
ſume the beſt timbred body in the world, » 
The flames of a Calenture will make him 
melt awayas greaſe ; whoſe ſtrength is as 

the 
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the ſtrength of ſtones; and whoſe fleſh is 
like unto braſs And who can hinder his 
ſpirits from catching fire? who knows 
what vipers he nouriſhes within him by 
his meat and drink, and eſpecially his 
Intemperance, which will eat through his 
own bowels, even while his brealts are 
full of nulk, and his bones moiſtened 
with marrow ? Feb 21.23,24.who knows 
what rotterieſs there is at the core of the 
faireſt fruit? and who doth not know 
that the goodlieſt Oaks prove oft-times 
hollow and without heart within? And 
therefore let us not ſtay till the Axe be 
laid at the root, and the ſtroke of ſome 
terrible diſeaſe teach us to reckon better, 

3- Another ſort reckon by the care they 
have of themſelves. They meaſwe their 
days by temperance,chaſtity and good uſe 
of their bodies , by freedom f.om exceſs 
and riot,and whatſoever might be the mat- 
ter and occaſion of diſeaſes. To ſay the 
truth , theſe men have a great many good 
rules;ex.gr.Too much oyl puts out the Lamp. 


Ive diet is the Hay cordial of nature. 
| F 


iſcreet fafting «s the beſt Phyſick.But they 
have one-rule which ſpoils all: Temperance 


muſt needs prolong our time. The moderate | 
man 


man ſhall have many dayes. It is pitty 
ſuch men ſhould never think of the chan» 
ces, the ſudden accidents, and unexpe- 
&ed ſurprizals, which yet we have many 
inſtances of in the world. Plagues and 
infe&ions they ſay ſooneſt ſeize on the 
fineſt tempers, peſtilent breaths do ſoon- 
eſt choak the pureſt ſpirits. And there 
are ſecret malignant cauſes which are un- 
knownto the beſt of natures Secretaries. 
Yea the moſt certain cures of known diſ- 
eaſes have ſometimes proved fatal to mens 
bodies. So Geſner reports that one year 
he obſerved, Omnes pleuriticos a ſetta 
vena expiraſie, thatall thoſe who were let 
blood in Plurifies gave up the Ghoſt. The 
opening of a vein which uſeth to give the 
ſoul breath, proved through thecorrup- 
tion of the air (as he thinks) to be but the 
gate of death. 

4- Others perhaps do reckon their 


 dayes by their uſefulneſs and the good 


which they do in the world. There are 
a great many promiſes made to dutiful 
and obedient perſons, to ſuch who are 
charitable and merciful co others ; which 
may make them apt to promiſe to them= 
ſelyes a certainty of long life. KR. Nechs- 
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»isa Jew when his Scolars asked himon 
his death-bed how he came to live ſo 
long, anſwered, I never ſought mine own 
honour by any mans diſgrace, I never re- 
x rar nor cirſed my neighbour , aud [ 
was 4 liberal diſpenſer of my riches to others, 
8&c. alluding it 1s like to that in Pſal.34. 
12, 13,14. Who he that would live long 
and ſee many aayes ? let him keep hi tongue 
from evil. But though there be ſome truth 
in this, yet there are many exceptions, 
and ſuch men do count wrong if they 
have no other rule but this. For ſometimes 
by reaſon of one great ſin (as in the caſe 
of eMoſes)ſometimes for the ſins of others 
who deſerve not ſuch Jewels, and ſome- 
times that they may not live to ſee miſe- 
rable afid evil times which are the pu- 
niſhments of fin, the good man is taken 
away. You ſee the dayes of our dear 
Brother are ſummed up; and we are 
taught ro number aright by the brevity 
of his life. If the King of terrors could 
have been affrighted by piety and uſeful- 
neſs to have let his dart faln out of his 
hand, T had not been now here; unleſs 
It had been to have offered Sacrifices of 
Praiſe for his recovery to health again. 
£1 
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6. A &fch | ſort there are that meaſure 
their own lives by the lives of others ; 
and that not of all others neither , but of 
the longeſt livers. They hope to attain 
to the dayes of the oldeſt man in the Pa- 
riſh, and think not that they way go away 
in the company, of the youngeſt. And e- 
ſpecially if they ſee drunkards and ſuch 
ſinners with gray beards upon red or 
rotten faces, they think ſurely that they 
are many miles off from a grave. I do 
not know what kind of dotage it is that 
poſſeſſes mens hearts ; but ſo it 1s that 
though they ſee many flowers cropt in 
their fulleſt beauty, yet they mind not 
them ſo much, though they be in their 
own hands, as they do the reſt that ftill 
flouriſh in the garden. Though a wife be 
ſnatcht out of mens boſoms , yet they 
think to live and embrace another. 
Though a child be raviſhed out of their 
arms,yet they think to live and get more; 
as if death muſt be ſo kind as to let them 
grow old, ſeeing he hath devoured their 
relations in their youth. You ſee now 
the corps of one before you that is ga- 
thered in the flower of his age; and yet 
which of you is there that doth not think 
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that he ſhall be at the choice of another 
Miniſter, and that he ſhall hear him preach 
a great many Sermons , becauie ſome in 
the Pariſh are grown ſo old as to have 
ſeen the Funerals of three Miniſters be- 
ſides'this? 1 wiſh heartily men would 
but a little ponder upor this common 
miſtake, and when they think of the large 
extent of ſome mens lives, they would 
likewiſe caſt their eyes upon the ſhort- 
neſs of others, and ſee whether they will 
not over-balance the former account. 
Sixthly, Some mens rule is , That all 
mens dayes are numbred by a fatal decree, 
and therefore they need not number them. 
They, meaſure their dayes by the ſtars, 
and fetch their rule from Aſtrology and 
ſome ſecret fate: or rather they do not 
meaſure them at all , nor make any rec- 
koning how they live, whether piouſly 
or wickedly , temperately or lewdly, 
thinking that the one cannot naturally 
prolong, nor the other naturally ſhorten 
mens dayes. This is the Turkiſh way of 
account ; who think that every wans for- 
rune as they call it, and the length of 
his dayes is written in his forehead by the 
Ange! that ſtands by when he is born. 
And 
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And ſo one of them not many years ago, 
when he was hanged in the Low-Coun- 
treys, pointed to his forehead ; as though 
iK.was his deſtiny and not his fault, A 
barbarous brutiſh opinion, fit to 
nouriſh bloudy Souldiers and make men 
deſperate; and was no queſtion cunningly 
deviſed by the Impoſtor tov make them 
fear no danger. But whatſoever is de» 
termined above concerning our lives, it 
is plain by Scripture and reaſon that our 
wiſdom, care, and good behaviour is 

required , and that by wickedneſs we 
may cut ſhort thoſe dayes which nature 
' hath aſſigned unto them. Though there 
be an appointed time, beyond which we 
ſhali not go, yet we may never come up 
to that time, but be taken away .in the 
midſt of our  dayes. 

Many ſuch falſe rules there are; but 
itis no wonder if you do but coufider; 
Firſt whata great love men have to this 
world. The- pleaſures and fine things 
that tickle their ſenſes, poſſeſs them with 
a fond defire of long life, that they may 
enjoy all the kindneſles which the world 
offers them ; and this moſt ardent defire 
will let them think of nothing elſe but 
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many Cayes to entertain her courtſhips, 
and anſwer her love when ſhe ſeems to 
ſine and Jook with a pleafing counte- 
nanceuponthem. Or if ſhe begin after- 
wards to frown , they are lbth to think 
of death, becauſe they hope to mend 
their fortune,- or are wholly unprovided 
tor any better -compadny in another 
world. Facile credimwus quad wvolumms ; we 
wou!d fain live long, and therefore we 
will not be of any other belief but that 
we ſhail. And the thoughts of death are 
unwelcome becauſe we love the da!lian- 
ces of the fleſn fo well, which will cer- 
tainly by 1t be broken off. This falſe 
nuwbring proceeds not ſo much from the 
weakneis of mens underſtanding, as 
from the wickedneſs of their wills and 
diſtempered afledions. They have no 
mind that it ſhould be true that our days 
maybe ſhort, and therefore they will 
think ſoas ſeldom as they can.” And Se- 
comdty,the love of our ſelves that is in us, 
15 of no leſs power to blind us and wake 
us very fools. This will not let us think 
that we may die preſently , though many 
others do. As when two Ships meet at 
tea, they that are in the. one , think that 
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the other ſails exceeding faſt, and that 
they themſelves go fairly andeafily , or 
rather ſtand ſt111 ; even ſo 1t 1s 1n this caſe. 
Though men ſee the Gayes of another to 
run away like a Poſt, and fly after the 
wanner of a \wift Ship that ſatlethby (as 
Fob ſpeaks ) yet they think that they 
themſelves ſcarce ſtir at a!], and that their 
time runs on more ſlowly , and they ſeem 
to be now no older nor nearer unto their 
graves then they were a year or two ago, 
"They feel their blood doth danceas plea- 
ſantly through their veins, and the light 
ſparkles as clearly in their eyes , and 
their fleſh is as warm and moiſt as former- 
ly they uſed, and ſo they think their life 
1s no ſhorter then it was, becauſe they 
feel no ſenſible decayes in their nature. 
A third reaſon of which miſtake is, thatthe 
ſhortneſs of their thoughts will not ler 
them number aright. Moſt men look but 
at a few things, and thoſe few they conſi- 
derof by halfs, and that half they ſearch 
not to the bottom. and ſo they miſtake la- 
mentably ,and call thoſe years which are 


but daies, and think they live when they 


lie rotting in their graves, I conceit ſuch 
men who ſeldom ſeriouſly think , to be 
like 
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like to a child that knows not how much 
twenty 15, who imagines It jsa number 
that can ſcarce be told. If they think of 
living ewenty or thirty years, their ſhort 
thoughts makes them ſeem to be time that 
will never have an end, wherein they ma 

accompliſh all their deſires, And thowk 
they know that they nay fall far ſhort of 
ſichan age, yet they only know it, and 
think no longer of it than a little Child, 
with thoſe thoughts the next obje@& runs 
away. itis one of the great miſchiefs of 
the word rhat ſo few love to conſider,and 
of all other things they leaſt lave ta con- . 
ſider themſelves, and of all parts of ſelf- 
knowiedg they leaſt know what to do 
with themſelves. Many can tell what life 
is, who know not how to live; .many 


that confeſs how ſhort it is , who throw 


it awayas if they had too much. 
This miſtake 1s of ſo evil and dangerous 
conſequence , that we had all need make 


great ſpeed to corred& it. Elſe we ſhall 


begin to think of living when itis too late 
and ſome will never think of it at all, and 
the beſt will cry our, 
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' Othat God would give me again that time 
which is flownaway ! O thatI could call 
back a day that I might ſpend it better / 
And that I may quicken you to reform 
this erroneous account, Let me give a brief 
touch upon the ſecond Obſervation, and 
the Lord make it to touch your hearts. 


OBSERV. II. 


Ur life is but very ſhgrt if we take 

It at the beſt, ſeparare from all thoſe 
dangers which are continually impendent 
overus. Youall know this, and are apt 
to be guilty of another miſtake, which is 
to account this Dodrine of the brevity of 
mans life buta dry and trite theam ; and 
therefore believe it, and be affected with 
theſe two things in the text which point 
to this obſervation; which areal}that I 
ſhall 'mention. 

1. Ourlife is but dazes. He doth not fay, 
Teach us tonumber our years ; for it is 
not ſafe for us to account upon toe much, 
leaſt we ſhould be deceived in our compu- 
tation. Yea Fob ſaith that man who is 
born of a 'woman, is but of few dates and 
tull of trouble ; he comes up like a _— 
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De brev, 


Job. 9.26. 


Utx cap.9. 


and is cut down ; he fleeth alſoas a ſha- 
dow and continueth not, Fob 14. 1, 2. 
Senece makes the ſame obſervation from 
his Poet, that Ido here from the divine 
Pſalmiſt, | 


Optima queq; dies miſeris mortalibus evi 
Prima fugit. —— 


He faith not ets, ſaith he, but azes ; he 
ſpeaks not of an age but a day, that thy 
thoughts might not be infinite. Why then 
doſt thou promiſe to thy ſelf (as he goes 
or) moneths and years , and whatſoever 
thy inordinate deſire of life l1iſteth? De 
ate tecum loquitur , & hoc ipſo fugiente. He 
ſpeaks to thee ofa day , and that is upon 
the wing too, haſting very faſt away. So 
may I ſay, the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks to thee 
of dates; it will not belong ere one Sun 
be ſet, and then thou lieſt in thearmsof 
the Brother of death. If another day ſhine 
upon thy head, yet it flies likewiſe as an 
Eae'e that haſteth to his prey, and it wall 
be a greater wonder if thou outliveall the 
accidents and darigers of one day, then 
that thou dyeſt and deſcendeft to thy 
grave. Yet ſome of the Heathens —_ 

aiow 
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allow us ſuch a large meaſure for our lives 
asaday , nor ſutter us to account aboye 
an hour, ora minute, or if there be any 
thing leſs then the leaſt minute ; ; ſucha 
diminutiveexpreſſion hath Plutarch ſome- 
where concerning it. yu Xgby mis 6 8IQ-. 
All our life is bur a point of time ; which 
Sepeca well interprets when he ſaith, it 
Is but a point, yea leſs then a point chat 
we live. If we beleived this, we ſhould 
not draw ſo long a line of life as we doin 
our 'Phanſie , nor deſcribe ſuch a large 
circle wherein we make a thouſand fi- 
gures, and have infinite contrivances as 


though it were without any end. 


2. Our daies may be xumbred,and there- 
fore they are but few.]the had ſaid years, 
yet ſeeing every body can count them, we 
could not juſtly look upon them as long. 
That which every man can reckon 1s bur 
little; and that is infinite which noman 
can number. As who can te]! the daies of 
eternity ? What thought can conceive the 
duration of God vho ever was and isand 
will be? Buteyery fgol car te]! what the 
daies of man are, if he will but ſet-his 
mind tothe account. You can ſay of man 
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Go mittus, 


no more but that he hath been ſomany ' 


years 
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ears, and that he is, and no body cantell 
whether he ſhall be.Here'you areat a ſtop, 
unleſs you will at random ſpeak of a few 
daies that perhaps ſhall never come ; or 
tf they do, eMoſes dare let his pen run vo 
further then eighty year, and theſe paſs 
away as atail that is told. Or if you will 
venture to tell by the Son of Sirachs ac+ 
count, they are but a hundred, accord- 
ingas you read in Eccleſ. 18. 9,10. The 
number of mans daies at the moſt are but an 
handred years ; as a drop of water tothe Sea, 
and a gravel ſtone in compariſon of the ſand, 
ſo are a thouſand years to the dates of 
eternity. 
Which if we did ſeriouſly believe, then 


fir ff we ſhould not deſire, love, or deſign 


any thing in this world, as though we 
ſhould live to the years of Merhuſaleh, or 
be like eMelchizedeck, without end of 
daies. How ſoon might we tell what would 
content us, if we could bur tell our daies 
aright ? what a juſt meaſure ſhould we ſer 
to all our afte&tions, if we had but once 
meaſured our time, and drawn it into 
narrow compaſs ? innumerable deſigns 
would vaniſh out of our minds, even as 
a ſhadow doth when the Sun ſhrinks in 
his 
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his head; 1f we did but look upon our 
ſelvesasa ſhadow, and our lives us a vas 
Pour that goes out of our mouths. and ſe- 
Condly, if we did ſeriouſly think what a 
few figures will ſerve to number our years 
when we have their total ſum,and how mas 
ny of them are ſpent before we can do any 
more thena Peaſt, and how many we caſt 
away without conſidering , after vve are 
men, and hovv many neceſſary refreſh- 
ments ty meat, and drink, and ſleep, will 
ſtill devour; vve vvyou'd not be fo pro- 
digal and laviſh of the ſinal! number that 
remains, but ſave them for good uſes and 
the ſervice of our ſouls. We vyould never 
endure to be ſuch ſpend-thrifts of that of 
vyhich only vve can be honeſt'y cove- 
tous; but rate our time at ſuch a price, 
that one minute of it vvould ſeem more vas 
luable thenall the vvorld, | 
The belief of theſe things vvhich men 
account ſo common , that they ſcarce 
think.of them, vvould not ſuffer men to 
be ſo late before they begin to live. They 
would inſtantly ſtep beyond reſylution, 
amd labour to do their work, leſt they 
ſhould have no time todoit in, Itis& 
wiſe and good ſaying of Seneca, Malewis 
7unt 
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never live well, - who are alwaies begin- ; 
ning tolive. Yerthis is the ſtate of moſt | 
( 
| 


men in theFrorld who are at all awakened, 
they reſolve tolive to morrow or the next Þ-, 
week, when their buſineſs 1s over; and | 
then they reſolve again, and ſet another 
day ; or perhaps they pray,and read,and | 
begin a better life for a fey daies, at the | 
end of which ſome occaſion breaks off all : | 
And then they are to begin again, and new | 
reſolutions come into their minds, and if | 
_ God be content to ſtay their leiſure, a few 
daies hence, he ſhall hear more of them. 
As if they had their times in their own 
bands, and could make death wait upon 
them till they thought good to come to 
their graves. How ſtrangely do men for- 
get themſelves ? how dead do many good 
notions lye in their minds? one would 
think they were in a dream ; for like men 
ina ſleep, they ſay yea and no to all the 
queſtions we ask , and yet remember no- 
thing that is ſaid. Ask them if their life 
be ſhort , and their daies uncertain, they 
wi'l fetch a ſigh, and ſay tharallfleſh is 
graſs, or as the flower of graſs that ſoon 
kadethaway : Ask them if they have rs 
Wor 
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work to do but way take their pleaſure, 
and they fay thatall eternity depends on 
this moment, that their work is preat, and 
their time 1s little , and their account is 
dreadful. Askthem if God will take the 
dregs of their time, and be content with : 
the bottom of their daies.,' and they will 
judg it unreaſonable. Yea ask them if it 
be fit that he ſhould ler ſuch live that do 
nothing for him, and they cannot but ſay 
that we kill vermin, caterpillers, and ſuch 
like things that deſtroy Gods crearures 
but bring no good to the world. Woul 
you not expe& now that they whomake 
ſuch acknowledgments , ſhould be bufie 
about their ſalvation? would you nor 
imagine that they eſteemed time more then 
thoufands of gold and filver ? Alas! their 
ſenſes are all lockt. up,they are faſt aſleep 
though they thus ſpeak ; not one ſyllable 
of this comes from their hearts, but they 
talk of dying and the graveas if they had 
neyer ſeen nor thought of either. If they 
had a thouſand. years ſtill to live in the 
| world, they could not be miore drquſie | 
about their Souls, nor more expenſive and - 
waſteful of their precious hours, then they 
are in this ſhort moment o which they 

| talks 
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ralk. Awake, Awake for the ſake of your 
foor ſoul, Letit feel it ſelf I beſeech you, 
and ſhake of theſe heavy and. ſleepy 
thoughts that bang upon its mind. O let 
it not talk like the Soul of a Bird that 
prattles according as it is taught , but let 
it look into a grave, let 1t reaſonwithit 
ſelf about the true number of our daies , 
let it ſpeak its ſenſe to the full, and ſtate 
things ſo that thou mayſt not only reſolve 
to live, but make account that thou-mulſt 
either live now or never, forany thin 

thy ſoul can tell. If T could ſee any ſou 

looking forth out ofits Tomb, any mind 
liftingup its head, and demanding leave 
of the body that it may live, how bleſſed 
an hour ſhould I count this ! I would rec- 
kon it atbong the beſt times of wy life,and 
It. would turn all my preſent ſorrow into 
joy,that God hath got a friend when I loſt 
one. O let us nat wound the air with noiſes 
of deathand judgment , and your hearts 
remain inſenſible and unmoved. Let us not 
ſeem as fools that fill the world with 


7 urs and clamours , which no body 


eds or gives ear unto,Who do we preach 
unto þut men ? what do wepreach for 
if you will not believe? to what purpoſe 
do 
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do we call for beliefe if you will not con- 


ſider? and how ſhould it come to paſs 
that a thing of daily occurrence as death 
is, ſhould work no more if men did confi- 
der ? Wecould find no worſe entertain- 
ment from a herd of Beaſts then vve do 
from many men, if we ſhould preach unto 
them: And we ſhall be as unſucceſsful] 
upon inconſiderate men,as upon the Birds 
that fly over our heads; for men that will 
not conſider , will not be men. Therefore 
I beſeech you reſolve to take things into 
your moreretired thoughts ; and whoſoe- 
ver he be that Jays his eyes upon theſe Pa- 
pers, let him well confider what I haveto 
ſay upon the third Obſervation which is 
chiefly intended, and it is this, 


%. + + bl 
OBSERY. 11, 


He right numbring of ouy daies is eav- 

| ne 7 and diligently to be enquired 
o6t, It is plain enough from the prayer of 
this man of God: For his prayer for lear- 
ning ſhews that we are highly concerned in 
the numbring of our daies ; and his pray- 
er to be taught So, ſignifies that he deſires 
tg be taught as is before expreſſed in the 
D 2 Plalm 3 


——_—cW___ 


> ME co—_—_ — —— 


36 


Divine Arithmetick, Oz the 


Pſalm ; or elſe $9 fignifies right or well 
without any miſtake. For we find the 
Hebrew word 13 which is here rendred 
So, taken for right and well,as Numb.27.7. 
P13 5 &c. right have the Daughters of 
Zelophedad ſooken, &c.and 2 Knwgs 7.9. 
the lepers ſay, CIP 12N38 13 X27 We do 
not well, this day is a day of good tidings. 
And therefore thus we may render the 
Plalmiſts words, Teach us aright and well 
fo xumber our dates, or teach us 40 
as we ſhould, gc. But the ſenſe will be 
the ſame every way, becauſe we ſhall rec- 
kon aright if we number So as he ſpoke 
before in the Pſalm. How is that will 
you ſay? what is the right and good ac- 
count ? 

I ſhall ſpare the labour of giving you 
reaſons why you ſhould ſodiligently in- 
quire, ( in hope that you are a littleawa- 
kened by what hath been ſaid, and in 
fear that I ſhould extend this diſcourſe 
beyond the length ofa- Sermon) And an- 
ſwer to the Queſtion as diſtinflyas I can 


- with ſome reference unto-what you find in 


this Pſalm. 
The word numbring 1s a word of con« 


ſideration , and ſignifies a meditating or 
caſting 
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caſting-iin our mind, a ſerious thinking 
with our felves what cur daies are, and for 
what end and purpoſe: our life is given 
unto us. And if we would not miſtake in 
our accuunts, of which there is ſuch dan- 
ger: Then letus followtheſe Rules. 


RULE I. 


1. Let ns number by ones. Letall our 
account be pure addition, and that 
but by unites. Let us not multiply our 
 dajes too faſt in our own thoughts, xo 
venture to add one moment to another till 
God add it. T\mean, we muſt reckon on- 
ly upon what is preſent; and account 
that all our time that is to come, is in Gods 
bands, which we muſt not number-co our 
ſelves, becauſe it 1s none of our own. And 
ſo ver. 3. the Plalmiſt ſaith, Thou turneſt 
man to deflirwition, &c. i, e. Man is whol- 
ly in thy power,and hehath no more then 
thou giveſt him, and the next moment if 
thou ſaieſt return, he gives up the Ghoſt. 
This now therefore is only ours, and-\o 
wemuſt ſet that down, and there ſtay till 
Gad beſtow another moment upon us .He 
D 3 way 
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way be poor eqgough that will value his 
eltate by what he hathonly in hopes ; and 


yet ſuch an one is he that reckons his ſtock | 


of time by what is future. He wasa diſ 
traced wan who ſtoodat the Key at Athens 
and took a note of all the goods i in the 


Ships that came into the port, and made' 


account that they were his ; yet juſt ſuch 
is the vanity ofa man that puts more time 
in o|i18accounts tl ea this preſent inſtant ; 
for he reckons anothers goods » not bis 
own; hetakes that which is in the hands 
ofGad only ( who was, is, and is to come) 
to be his own proper poſſeſſion. He that 
numbers thus, muſt reckon over again be- 
fore he reckon right; and if he will ac- 
count what is his, he muſt take great heed 
that he fer. not down in the ſumm tha: 
which1s Gods, and none of his yet. Let 
him ſay now I am, and I ſhall be as long as 
God p'eaſtth, in whoſe hands is the breath 
of my noſtrils, He that is haſty and quick 
in caſting of accounts, you know, is fre- 


quently miſtaken ; and the ſureſtway is to | 


proceed leiſurely and ſlowly that we way 
mind the figiiresand comprehend the num- 
bers clear'y in our thoughts. There 1s 
co leſs darger in letting our thoughts run 

| to 
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put anend to our daies,by greater pumbers. 
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to faſt when we are about theſe ſacred 
accaunts ; let us ſtay andpauſe, letour 

minds go along with the moments that 
number our time, but not outrun them; 

for then all our accounts will be but a fan- 

cy becauſe we have put into them more 

then is our own. If wecould reckon thus 

and tell no faſter then God adds unto our . 
dayes, and increaſes our ſtock of time, 

then God wauld be more in our thoughts, 

we could not but be more fenſibleof our 
dependence upon him, and acknowledg 

him more ſeriouſly in all our wales : we 
ſhauld be apt at every breath to look 

upan him as the Sunthat continues the ſha- 

dow of our lives ; and likewiſe we ſhould 

look upon our graves more then upon our 

houſes or any thing elſe: For as Lipfws well Cent. 4 
faith, owr howſes are but Inns,and our graves Epiſt. 309 
are our houſes. | 


RULE I. 


2, Vet let us count theſe things that may 


Or thus, Let us reckon that there are more - 

enemies to life then'one: Though we can 

tell but by &zes when wemunber our daies 
D 4 Or 
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or - moments rather ; yet we may tell by 
-rwenties or tuindreds when we number 
thoſe things that may conclude and puta 
period to qurtime. Look overa bill of 
mortalityahd there you way tell thirty or 

Forty diſtaſes. Then add forty more to 

them, and two or three hundred more to 

' that forty, and ſo proceed untill you come 

near toa thouſand, For according to the 
account of ſome of the Jews there are nine 

* This hundred and three diſeaſes in the world *. 

ey 87 And let usbe ſure in this account” to put 


ther 11 0M 
the word down more waies to the 'grave then from 


4x re aſick bed. And above all take heed of 
the vne- that dotareto think that we muſt dieof old 
rai letrers ape; for there are fewer die of that diſeaſe 
of WLE4Ci) 
wy then of any ctiier in the world. 
=” We muſt think zhat our lives may ſud- 
 Yenſy be ſnatcht away, and not carried 
off leiſurely by the ſteps of many days 11- 
ne. Some diſeaſes do no ſooner appear, 
then we vaniſtt and diſappear. An enemy 
lometimes gives no. warning þut ſtrikes us 
dead at one Rroke. And-our ſickneſs doth 
n0t alwaies lay ſcige to our ſtrength wheres 
in we truſt, but we are blown up in 'a 
mment as the Iſraelites were, wer.s. 6. 
Thou carrieſt them away as with 3 lod, 
£5 c. 
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&e. They were ſwept away with plagues, 


they fell before their foes,they went quick 
into the pit,and were gone out of the world 


as ſoon as a dreain out of our mind. And 
ſo ſtill we ſee C-me are drowned in the wa- 
ter, others are ſtrangled ſuddenly in their 
own blood, and a world of contingences 
and caſualties there are-befides: ſo that 
ten thouſand things beſides theſe nine hun- 
dred diſeaſes,tmay putan end to our dales. 
HAnacreon the Poet was choaked with the 
kernal ofa grape ; eMſchylus by the ſhell 
of a Tortoiſe which fell from an Eagles 
Talons, who miſtook asgas thought his 
bald Head for a white Rock. An Empe- 
roug dyed bv the ſcratch ofa comb and 
a Dnke of ÞBritany( as Lord Mount«igre 
tells ) was ſtifled to death in ſuch a ghrong 
of people as is ow in this place ;-one of the 
Kings of France dyed miſerably by the 
chock of an Hogg : anda Brother of that 
Lords playing at Tennis, received a blow 
with a Ball a little above the right ear 
which ſtruck him into his grave. What 
ſerious conſiderations would theſe things 
breed'inus, if we thought of them2 we 
ſhould often ſay in our gind, What iFnow 
theehouſe ſhould fall F What ifmy foot 
RON y ſhould 
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ſhould ſlip ? what if I ſhould be trodden 
under foot in this preſs, or drowned in 
this fweat ? what if the boat ſhould over- 
turn , or the Harſe ſhould throw me ? 
what would became of me if my meac 
ſhould choak me, or my drink ſhould * 
quench my life? what then? if I be nar 
well provided, I go down in a moment to 
V+Lecmen Hell, And theretore I muſt alwaies live 
well, that ſo I may neverdie ſuddenly, 
The Cock in the Arabjck fable , becauſe 
he had overcome in a battle againſt ano- 
ther of his neighbouring Cocks , theught 
he had now nqenemie, and therefare he 
gat upon the top of an kouſe, and began 
to crow and clap his wings in token of his 
e-jumph ; wer, behold, ona ſudden a/Vul= 
rure @pmes and ſnatches thisgreat Conque- 
ror away. Juſt ſuch is the ſtate of ſilly 
wan ; he averthrows ſome diſeaſe and gets 
the better of it, and eſcapes ina battle, 
ant] rejoycesas if now he were out af dan- 
ger 3 when ſome accident or other lies in 
ambuſh for him and ſtrikes him dead ups 
on the place, We muſt not therefore be 
ſecure at any time ; the ſtrong man muſt 
not glory m hiagr ength , nor the great 
man in the hongouWWf his family and nyne+ 
IQU$ 
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rous progeny: for all may be cutoffin 

a moment. I cannot but here remember 

how three hundred: of the Fabizin Rome - 

were ſlain in one day, and but one manof 

the Family left that was not extin&. And 

abour five hundred years agone, the whole 

Family of the. Fuſtiniani in Venice periſh- 

ed in defence of their Country againſt 

Emanuel the Greek Emperor , except one ##60 a” 

onely who was a Prieſt. And Aventinns uv _—_— 

relates of a Count in che time of Heary the 

ſecond Emperour , that had thirty Sons 

(beſides eight Daughters) who attended 

on him to the Emperours court, and were 

all preferred to Offices by him, and all di- 

ed ina very ſhort ſpace fc time. Andſ) 

in Scripture we find all Gideons Children 

ſlain at once, except one; and the like 

of Ahabs, a wicked family , whom God 

interifed to root our, And yet whicho®? 

us thinks that if we have nine or ten chil- 

dren,they way all die before us? Or who 

thinks that they mayall dieina day? nay 

we are apt to imagine not only that we 

way.ſtay inthe world till we have done all 

we deſign, but that weſkall go out of the 

world the ordingry way , arid not be let 

out at any new'gate. Let us reform this 
O error 
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| error and be verily perſwaded that there 
t5avaſt uncertainty of lifeand all world» 
ly things,and that death is dreſt ina thou- 
ſand ſhapes, and may bein every thing we 
ſee in the world. 


RULE III. 


" 3 


2. Make account that there uc no greater 
enemy to life then fin. Sin is not to ſtand. 
for one thing in our account bur for a 
thouſand ; for all the miſeries and evils 
that can be'veckoned up. The Stone, the 
Gout, the Plague,cc. all the pains and 
ſtinches and noiſome evils that were ever 
heard of, are in the womb of Sin; and 
therefore reckon a ſinful life to be of all 
other the moſt uncertain , and that which 
provokes the holy God to ſhortep our 
daies. So you read, wer. 7,3,9. @this 
Pſalm, that they were conſumed in Gods . 
anger, and their daies paſſed away in his | 
wrath, when he took notice of their re- 
bellions, and ſaw how heinous their crimes 
were. If you will believe the wiſe man, 
the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned, 
Prov. 10. 27. Or if yoy will believe his 


Father, Goo ſhall ſhoot at them ; with an 
arrow 
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arrow ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded, Plat, 
64. 7. Or the Prophet Malachi, by whom 
God ſaith, I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt 
the Sorcerers, and Adulterers , and agai 


falſe | roirnieyp and againſt thoſe that oppreſs 
i 


reling in his wages, ©. Hear what 
Obſervations one of Fobs friends made, 
Fob. 20.4,5,6, Ever ſince man was placed 


upon the earth, it wasa known rule, that 


the triumphing of the wicked is ſhorr, and 
the joy ofthe hypocrite but for a moment; 
though his excellency mount up to the 
Heavens, and his head reach unto the 
clouds, yet he ſhall periſh for ever like 
his own dung ; they which have ſeen him 
ſlall ſay where is he? ,He ſhall flee away 
like a dream, and ſhallnot be found, he 
ſhall be chaſed away like the vjſion of the 
night. And Job himſelf doth aſſent to the 
truth of the Obſervation, when he ſaithz 
cap.21,17,18. Howoftis the Candle of 
the wicked putout ? And how oft com- 


eth their deſtruction upon them ? God, 


diſtributeth ſorrows inhisanger. They 
areas ſtubble before the wind,and as chaff 
that'the ſtorm carriethaway. This con- 
ſideration might a little ſtop men in thejr 
violent purſuit of ſinful and unlawful des 

| " - ew 
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ſires. If they would bur think that every | 


ſin may ſtrike offa figure or two from their 


lives,that every ad of it may cut their days }- 


ſome moments ſhorter , what heart could 


they have to ſin ? With what pleaſure 
could they drink too mich if they thought * 


that it were poyſon ? how could they en- 
dure paſſion and revenge, if they thought 
it would ſend a fire into their bones ? and 

t there is all reaſon that we ſhould ex- 
pe& it ſhould be To (unleſs God think fit 


toalter the courſe of things for what ends - 


heſces beſt in his Government of theworld) 
ſeeingnone are ſuch a trouble and burden 
to mankind as wicked men. - He that is ſo 
prodigal of his time, hath little reaſon to 


think that God ſhould give himmore in 
whoſe hands it only is. He knows not 


what to.do with that he hath already, and 
therefore how can he withany face come 
to beg for a day longerto diſhonour Gcd/ 
Wonder in thy ſelf chit God lets thee live 


- who. knowſt not how to live, Admire 


that he ſhould give thee any time who 
knowſt not how to uſe it. And let this 
one thing lead thee to repentarice , and 
not make thee preſume to continue in the 
ſame unreaſoneble miſpence. Me thinks 

. every 
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every ſinner when he isfick ſhould think 
of nothing but dying, and yet they think 
the leaſt of it. Methinks they ſhould be in 
4 horrible fright , and never imagine to 
eſcape (ſeeing they do no good)unleſs they 
have leſs reaſon then the Hogg in the Ara- 
hick _ 0 
That tells us of a Butcher who carrying = 
three creatures upon his Horſe , a Sheep, £9; 
a Goat anda Hogg ; obſerved the two for- 
mer lay very quiet and ſtill, but the Hogg 
kickt and cryed and never reſted, .There- 
upon the man ſaid , Why art thou ſo ime 
patient when the other two are ſo quiet ? 
The Hogg anſwered, every one knows him=- 
ſelf; and the Sheep knovvs that he per» 
haps is brought into the City for his Wools 
ſake,and the Goat for the ſake of his milk, 
and ſothey need take no care ; but I alas 
knovv very vvell that I have neither Wool 
nor Milk, but that as ſoon as I come into 
the City I muſt be killed ; for that is all 


+ I thatam good for. A vvicked man muſt be 


vvorſe then fuch a Swine that doth not 
think every plague will ſyveep himavvay, 
and that vvhen there isa great mortality 
he ſhall be one of the dead ;.for he is good 
for nothing elſe but tobe killed, and ” 

wake 
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make ſome room for a better perſon to 
ſtand up in that place vvhich he takes up 
in the vvorld. But if God be pleaſed for 
the puniſhment of others, and ro puniſh 
them vvorſe hereafter , to let them! ſtay 
ſtill here ; let them know that aſinful life 
152 meer death (as the Apoſtle ſgith of the 
laſcivious Woman, .1 Tzm. 5.6.) and they 
can expeda nothing hereafter but ſucha 
ſtate as vvill make them vviſh they had dy- 
ed ſooner here. 


RULE. Iv. 


4. Reckon that no mans life ſeems ſhor- 
ter then his that thinks not uk jo ſhort it 
&. Time never ſeems to paſs away ſo 
ſvviftly as vyhen vve are thinking of ſome- 
thing elſe then our time. I told you life is 
very ſhort of ic ſelf, and vve muſt reckon 
it by minutes rather then years,or by frac- 
tions rather then vvhele numbers, and yer 
It is ſtill ſhorter in our thoughts, becauſe 
vve mind not hovy theſe minutes run 
avvay. They are as ſleep , ſaith the Plal- 
miſt, ver. $5, and in fleep you knovy 
there is no obfervation of time at all,but 
a night ſeems as one moment. Hovy ſaon 
15 
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is an hour gone when weare in a4 plz: 
ſure ? Yet in buſineſs or any imployment 
which takes up ourmind, 'how quickly 
isa day flown away ? Aday leeins but as 
an hour ro him that thinks not at all of his 
day. Juſt as amanthat is in ajourney; 
who talks or reads or thinks, is come to 
theend ofit before he thought that he was 
near the place; ſo it is with every one of - 
us ; our life is gone and we know not how 
while we think of all things but only of 
our life; He ſeems to himſelfnot to have 
lived at all that minds not, how his time 
paſſeth away, becauſe it flips through his 
fingers and he feels it not. - His thoughts 
being buſied alwaies about other things, 
a year to him is but as a day, and he'com- 
plains miſerably when he comes to dye 
that: God hath given himno longer time. 
If we did conſider this, we ſhou'd ofceri 
think how our time ſpends, and that 
would make us labour tofſpend ic vvell, 
We ſhould think what our 1:fe is and how 
itgoes, and that would make us prolong 
it by doing of good, For life ſeems 
long to no man ſo much as to him that 
' minds how: it paſſes on, and how many 
hours he hath for to imploy, and who 
E doth 
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doth ſome thing in thoſe hours which is 


worthy to endure and ſurvive himſelf- . 


His very work will tell him that he hath 
lived, or elſe he couldnot have done ſo 


many things, which are the end of 
life, | 


RULE V. 


5. We muſt account that in our life there 
will be ſome nights a well as aays. We 
muſt not expect all kind uſage from the 
world, but look to meet with much trou- 
| ble and ſorrow. So wer. 10. the Plal- 
miſt tells us, That if we livetill eighty 
years, our ſtrength will be but labour 
and ſorrow ; and beſides you ſee from 
what hath been ſaid, that we muſt endure 
much grief before that , from the loſs of 
our friends and relations that God takes 
away ; beſides all the vexation that will 
be apt to ariſe from other accidents, It is 
a fooliſh flattery of ourſelves, to think 
that all ours muſt be Halcyon days, and 
that no diſguſt ſhall wrinkle our fore- 
heads, nor no black vail be caſt over our 
faces. We had better reckon truly, and 
put down more black dayes then'white 3n 

our 
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our Calendar ; and then if they be fairer 
then we expett, our contentment will be, 
the greater ; and howſoever the thoughts 
of trouble will make us deſire more after 
our Fathers houſe, and long more in our 
hearts for the heavenly Country. The 
travel and toil here would make us have 
a care to provide for our reſt with the 
people of God ; and theſe black nights 
of affliction, for the eternal day that 
knows no night atall. We ſbould not be 
much in love with life , if we did reckou 
pon the evilsof it ; nor f/ much in fear of 
ath, if we conſidered how many wayes we 
aye daily. What pleaſure-is there in li- 
ving when we are eighty. year old ? when 
—= a burden to ourſelves, and too ofc 
to others, what contentment can we have ? 
What chear can there be when thoſe that 
look out of the window are darkned ? 
when the ſound of the grinding is low.and 
we riſe up at the voice of every bird,and 
all the daughters of muſick are brought 
down? 2.e. when we have loſt our eyes, 
and teeth, and voice, and ſleep; and are 

but a little diſtance from a clod ofcarth, 
what joy can we feel inour hearts? And 
yet this is the time that we would fain live 
E 2 , to 
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to, though we creep to 1t upon our hands 
and feet through a world ofmire and dirt, 
and ſwim through the waters of many 
afflictions to be more miſerable. I am of 
Sivita by- Cardans mind that if the life of man ſhould 
-omay I 1aft five hundred or fix hundred years,ma- 
600 anne- Ny One Would make away themſelves out 
71m,0mnes of madneſs and deſperation ( there are ſo 


dofparati- pag: 
> 4iten many miſeries that befall them,) and yet 


- 
it 


finirent. weare now madly deſirous to live till we 


Card, de . : , 
wita pro- be weary of life. Letus think that life 


pria. if it be long way be but a kind of death, 
and nothing will comfort us then, but the 

hopes of another life. It was a ſharp ſay- 

ing of Ceſars to oneof his Guard, that by 

reaſon of his crazineſs, asked his leave 

that he might cauſe himſelf to be gt to 

death; Doff thou think then that thou art 

alive? Alas! ſucha decrepit thing as man 

is, when he comes to old age, is but a 
walking Carcaſe that is ready at every 

ep to ſtumbleupon its Grave. Yea death 

is preying upon us every day ; he gets a 
momh-tull ofour fleſh every moment, and 
ſome:1imes by a ſickneſs, even eats us to 

the very bone: and then though we re- 

cruit again and repair our bodies, ' yet 

, we do but make food far new diſeaſes, It 

41S 
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is ſaid to Adam, In the day thou eateſt 
thereef thow ſhalt aye ; which teacheſt us 
that we are next door to deathevery day, 
and that we do not ſo much live as borrow 
{omething from death ; and if we live 
long , it will wake us pay intollerable 
| ulury for not paying our lives ſooner. 
"os As theſe things wi:l correct our miſtakes 
' | abourtthelengthand quality of our dayes, 
ſo I ſhall now add ſome things that will 
teach us better the uſeof them. 


_— 


” "> 0 . %., WE: 


RULE VI. 


6. We muſt reckon our dayes by our 
work and not by our time , by what we 
do, and not by what weare. Let war, 
count that the longeſt day which is beſt ſpent , coxſo!. ad 
and that the oldeſt life which is moſt hoy. 4e#on- 
8« 5 wer om]9 iGO anc ann 6 arsSaus mJ. Te 
Along life is not the beſt buta good life, Tw -»- 
As we donot commend (faith he) him that "=" . 
hath played a great while onan Inſtru- "y wal 
ment, or made a long Oration, but him oley may= 
| that hath played and ſpoken well; and as myi w- 
| we account thoſe Creatures beſt that Sve5ww - 
give us moſt profit ina ſhort time , and eve" 
every where we ſee maturity prefegred t* 

E 3 before 
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before length of age ; ſo it ought to be a- 
mong our ſelves. They are the worthieſt 
perſoas, and have lived longeſt in the 
world, . who have brought the greateſt 
benbfie unto it, and made the oreatelt ad- 
vantage of their time to the ſervice of God 
and of Men. Let our conſcience there- 
fore be the' Ephemeris or Diary of our 
life. Let us not reckon by the Alinanack, 
but by the Book of God, how much ve 
live. And let us account that he who lives 
godly lives long ;and that other men live 
not at all. . 

We muit not ſay that a man hath /zvea 
ſeyenty years ifhe hath done nothing wor- 
thy of a man, but that he hath been ſo long. 
Diu fait, ſed parum vixit ; he had agreat 
many aayes, but lived few or none. 

In one ſenſe moſt men may count their 
lives by nights rather then daies ; for they 
are as men aſleep, and do nothingat all 
that is the buſineſs and intent of life. 

* They are as Childiſh in their deſires, 
as. weak in their fears, as unreaſonable in 
their hopes, as 1mpertinencly and vainly 
wploye, as ifthey were but newly-cone 
into the world , and had not attained to 
the uſe of their Reaſon. Shall we think a 
man 
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man hath lived becauſe he is a yard higher 
then he was A, Is this enough to denomi- 
nateus men, that we have hair growing 
uponour Chin? No, there are more Chil- 
dren then thoſe that are in Coats ; and 
while we look no further then the preſent 
life,: we are but great Infants, and are at 
play with Babies. And alas ! if we account 


* the right way by aur work and improve- 


nent of our ſelves in true underſtanding, 

Conſcience and godlineſs, the beſt of us 

muſt reckon fewer years then eighty ; for 

how lictle of this time do we truly live ! 
When vve do no good vve may ſay as the' 

Emperour did Dzem peraias, I have clear- 
ly loſt a day ; I had as good not have been 
to day : you can ſcarce fay that I vvas, if 
you look at the purpoſe of being. For to 
acknovvledg God , and get acquaintance 
vvith him, to governour ſelves in confor- 
mity to him, to do goad to others, gc. 
are the great buſineſſes of life ; and of him 
that minds not theſe chiefly, you may ſay, 
that there 1s ſuch a thing called by ſucha 
name , and that hath anexiſtence , but 
you cannot ſay that the mans lives. Shall 
vve ſay that he ſaileth much, vvho 1s ta- 
ken ina ſtorm,as ſoon as he puts out to Sea 
E 4 who 
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who is toſſed by contrary winds in a cir- 
cle toand fro,and in conciugon is brought 
_ where he was when he firft launched 
orth ? xon ile wiltum navigauit, ſed mut- 
oy _— tum jattatui eſt, as Seneca well faith, He 
* did not ſail. much , but was toffed very 
much, ' Shall we then ſay,that a man hath 
hved much, whoſe Soul was filled with 
Air and vanity, as ſoonas he was born ; 
who hath tumbled to and fro in variety 
of buſineſs in the Sea of this world, and 
1s never quiet in the purſuit of earthly 
afiairs? Alas ! when he comes to the end 
ef his daies, he is as far from his ports 
when he firſt began them ; Heaven 1s as 
far out of his reach ( and further too ) as 
when heay in his Mothers womb. He was 
#:chbrfied, but he did nothing : he was 
wh imp. lojed, but he lived idly. For as I 
told you, dates and living are truly to be 
mealured by the work of a man. And 
therefore much leſs; can you ſay, that he 
bath lived, who hath eaten and drank,and 
got one of the ſame kind, ec. For ſo doth 
a Beaſt ; and therefcre all you can ſay, is 
that the Beaſt in him lived, þut not the 
wan. And if we did reckon thus, and 


conſider kow much time this toy and that 
writle , 
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trifle, this buſineſs and that ſervice, this 
man '8& that woman have devoured beſides 
what every day will have for neceſſary 
uſes, Videbimmus nos pauctores habere aunos 
quam numerams ; we ſhall ſee that we have 
fewer years then we number. we ſay per- 
haps fixty years is our age ,. but we may 
ſet downten,yea though we have ſeriouſly 
minded our great work. Let us therefore 
hereafter when we ask our ſelves how old 
we are, reckon from that time that we are 
born again. And let us diſtinguiſh be- 
tween time and vvhat is done in time ; for 
all creatures have time as vvell as vve,and 
unleſs our vvork differ us from them, our 
age vvill not. O be aſhamed ro be a child 
vvitha preat beard ! bluſh to reckon for- 
ty or fifty years, vyhen thou knovveft not 
for vvhat thou cameſt into the vvor.d ! Let 
not the Sun ſee thee again ſo void of the 
knovv'edg of Jeſus Chriſt, as if thy Soul 
vvere but new!y dropt into thy body ? 
Be not tvventy or forty years in Learning 
to be ſober ; and for very ſhame let it not 
be ſaid, that in ſo many years thou knovv- 
eſt not how to pray and repreſent thy 
needs to God ! Hovv many years doſt thou 


expect to live, if in ſomany thou canſt not 
learn 


Ser. ibid. 
Cap. 3- 
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learn romortifie ane luſt ? Tf in the | PACE 
of fifty years thou canſt not get the victory 
overa cupof drink, how many muſt God 
give thee to overcame all the reſt of thy 
(ins? If ſolongexperience will not teach 
thee humility or contentedneſs , who can 
hope that thou ſhou!deſt live long enough 
to put ON Jeſus Chriſt, and be comformed 
to ail his Image? O live , live I beſeech 
youas faſt as you can ; for, it is certain, 


bat 1s little or nothing vvhich vve have 


liyed, a 1 


RALE VII. 


s 


7. We muſt not account all dates alike, or 
we muſt not meaſure our time by the 
length,but by the weight; not by its great- 
neſs, but by 1ts worth. Let us not mea- 
ſure our dayes ( as we do.) by the mation 
of the Sun which we ſze, bur by the ſitin- 
ing of * 4s of Righteouſneſs UPON OUC 
fouis;, not Þy the celeſtial bodies, but 
by the celeſtial inſpirations. Think that 


a 'ong time wherein there were many daies: 


of grace, and mind that time and improve 
it aboveall the reſt. Alwaies think that 


time 1s Of a difierent value as to the chief 


uſe 
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uſe of time ; ; and ir in ſome dayes we have 
more of apportunity though but the ſame 
time. This makes a great difference in our 
dayes if we well underſtand it,and ſhould 
make us very watchful to Jay ho!d upon 
this flower of time when it preſents it ſelf 
unto us. A day of grace, a Lords day when 
God ſhall move upon our ſouls, ſuchan 
opportunity as this, if God affect our hearts 
1s worth all our day es beſide when we are 
left-unto our ſelves. As to the purpoſes 
of holineſs and getting nearer to Heaven, 
one moment , when the Spirit of Gad is 
upon us, and ſtrongiy poſleſſes our mind 
with good things, and breaths into us ho- 
ly affections, is worth many hours, yea 

daies and years when that isnot with us, 
or doth not ſo powerfully incite ns. Let 
us therefore jmploy ſuch time well, and 
ſet our ſelves to our buſineſs, earneſtly 
entreating, more of ſuch time, ard that 
Gods Spirit will viſit us more frequently 
with its company. Then our work will 
go on falt, and ifit be poſſible at all to 
recall the time paſt ; it muſt be by doing 
that in a few moments , which naturally 
could,nds have been done ina whole life. 
We muſt value time hereafter as Mariners 
do 
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do at Sea, by the wind. that blows upon 
us, and then we muſt hoife up our Gailes. 
We mult look at ſome as Harveſt deres,and 
then wemulſt gather and lay up 1n ſtore by 
hard labour ; or as market aazes, and then 
we muſt buy what we want, and lay if 

roviſion for the foilowing-daies. Yea 
tne blackeſt day of affliction, if we were 
wel! skilled, might be ntmbred among 
the beſt times of our life ; For God chaſt- 
neth us for our profit, that we may be 
made partakers of his holineſs. 


RULE VII. 


8. Rekon time to land in order to eterni- 
xy. Conlider it not in theablolute notion, 
but in the re/ative. Look on 1t as a River 
runing into the Ocean, and account that 
time it ſelf muſt be accolinted for, So nam- 
ber thy dayes as to think that they muſt 
be numbred again þy God. Think that 
time paſleth, and yet. that 1t remains 
upon thine account. Think that as thou 
artnow, ſo to eternity thou ſhalt be. Do 
not look upon thy life as a few dais to 
be paſted,and there is an end : Htreckon 


{o many Jaics I have lived, and the next 
momenc 


"right Art of numbzing our dayes. 


Ir” 


moment 1s eternity for any rhing I can tell. 
Everlaitmgneſs hanps upon this moment , 
and the ſtate of the one depends an the 
ſtate of the other ; as time is uſed by us, 
ſo ſhall we find our elves ufed in the other 
life. I doubr we ſeldom look on theſe 
two, as having a reference to each other ; 
but men live,as if when time was trifled a- 
way they might begin upon a new ſcore in 
Eternity. Men live as ifall ſhould be for- 
gotten that is done here, and they ſhould 
have ſomething elſe to think of when they 
go from hence. Remember therefore thar 
both God and thy ſelf will call thee ro an- 
other reckoning, all the dates which thoti 
haſt never told , but went away without 
any obſervation,fhall be recalled back un- 
to thy mind. Then the mind ſha!l tell de- 
liberately,andrun thee thorongh at every 
thought, how many hours thou ſateſt with 
the cup at thy mouth ; how many daies 
thou didſt ſpend in ſport ; how long the 
time ſeemed when the Preacher over-run 
his hour ; and how many motions of Gods 
Spirit thou didſt ſend back, and bid come 
at ſome more convenient time. Yea all 
thy falſe accounts ſhall then be accounted 
for, and thou ſhalt never have done num- 

| bring 
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© bring thy errors, but ſhalt tell them all 


over again with a new torment that thou 
ſhouldeſt be ſo wilfully miſtaken. O that 
you would let your ſouls which are apt to 
number ſo many daies in this world, and 
are loth to make an end, let them lanch 
into the depths of eternity ; and there 
ſpread their thoughts. Seeing they have 
ſucha mind to be telling out ſo many years 
for us, let them run into that vaſt Ocean. 
Bring forthall your numbers wherewith 
your minds are pregnant ; .heap million 
upon million. ; lay one hundred thouſand 
of millions upon another, and they are all 
but as an wz/te to eternity, In this vaſt 
eternity you muſt certainly live; and 
therefore why do you not let your 
thoughts be more upon eternity than upon 
a. few uncertain daies in time ? Why do 
not your minds , which love to count fo 
unboundedly the daies of this narrow life, 
extend themſelves into eternity,, which is 
without any limits at al]? Tell the tor- 
ments ofan everlaſting fare, tell the aking 
thoughts if you can ofa burning ſoul, num- 
ber the ſighs and groans of a heart that 
fries in the wrath of God to eternal ages : 
Then reckon the joys of Heaven; _ 
al 
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ajl the ſweet notes of the Heavenly quire, 
tell all the Songs and Hymnes of praiſe 
which they ſing. And it thou hadſt an 
head as big as Archimeges , and could(t 
tell how many atomes of duſt were in 
the Globe of the earth ; yet think that 
ſuch a vaſt number is but as one little 
atome in compare- with thoſe end'cts 
iorrows and thoſe endleſs joys. Seeing 
thou canſt look ſo far as to the very end 
of thy dayes, ſeeing thou art prone to 
run in thy thoughts as far as it 18 poſſible, 
take one ſtep further then eighty years, 
and then thy thoughts are in eternity ; g6 
a little further then the end of thy life; and 
there let thy thoughts loſe themſelves. Let 
this be thy Impreſs, or Motto ; let this 
be writ upon thy mind, thata Learned 
| . man writes upon all his Pooks, eAfternr- 
| tatem copita, think of eternity. This will 
make thine account more exaG,when thou 
letteſt thy thoughts run thither , whi- 
ther thy time i runing , into all eter- 
nity. 


RULE IN 


9. Though our time be little , yet let us 
atconnt that it is great exongh for what ve 
" have 
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have todo in time. 1 faid that our life was 
ſhort of it ſelf,. yet let us reckon that jt is 
long enough to ſerve all the ends of living. 
We have day enough to do ourreal buſt- 
neſs. We have time enough to prepare 
for eternity. We muſt alwaies account 
that we have dates enough to number our 
daies, and make up our accounts 3 and 
what can we defire more? if we wall 
charge our ſelves indeed with unneceflary 
things to bring about ſome great deſign, 
and accompliſh ſome covetous defire , 
and raiſe our eſtate to ſuch an height, we 
way not have time enough to execute our 
purpoſe. But muſt we therefore whine 
and complaine and ſay, nature hath dealt 
OY withus ? No, Vita, ft ſcigs nti,lon- 
; life is long enough, if thou knoweſt 
*he uſe of it, Ifthou conſidereſt what thou 
haſt to do, thou haſt time enough to do 
it, There is time enough to moderate 
thoſe worldly deſires ; to break off thoſe 
impertinent imployments; to throw away 
thoſe deſigns ; and to ſubdue thy paſſions; 
to cuſtivate thy mind ; to ſubmit thy 
will ro God ; to know the intention of 
the Son of God, his appearing in theworld; 
to work out thy ſalvation, and- to make 


ready 
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ready for his coming again: Though we 
have not timeto reſolve all Queſtions that 
are ſtarted in the world, yet we have fuf- 
ficient time to reſolve this great one , 
What ſball we do to be ſaved ? Heaven way 
be got in that time, that the worid cannct; 
Why. then do we murmur at the ſhortneſs 
of life? why do weſigh that we can nuw- 
ber no more dates ? wkat would men do 
with them, and to what uſe would t 
wmplgoy them? is it their ſouls they 
would ſave? they need no more dayes 
then God hath aſſigned theni for that pur- 
poſe. Is it an eſtate they wou'd pet, or 
pleaſures they would enjoy ? they have 
too much time for ſuch ends, ſeeing they 
are not the goods of a wan. Would they 
k10: all the. ſecrets and ſubtleties in 
Learning? two or three Ages will not 
ſuffice for that; and ſceing that know- 
ledge will die; it is not worth living fo 
long for it. Would they be able to de- 
termine all controverſies in Religion ? 
How abſurd a thing is this for a wicked 
man to take up his tine indiſputes,when 
he lets the Devil without any quar? 
rel run away with his ſul ? It is as pre» 
poſterous-athing, as for a man that is in a 
: "= Geep 


IL TAAL 


— — — 
. . 


v —- 
— A . 


Divine Arithmetick, D1 the 


deep Conſumption to conſult with his 
Phyſician for the curing of a cut finger. 
Bur this is the miſery of it, that the faſhi- 
on cf the world is not to mind Religion. 
Moſt men and eſpecially great Perſons are 
led by the opinion of the world ; now 
vulgar people do not expe& that we 
ſhould be godly, and ſo they mindevery 
thing but only that, and then complam 
that they are ſtraightned in their time. 
People exped that we ſhould keep open 
houſe, and let them eat and drink their 
fill, &c. And fo they tempt their Land- 
lords fo think that it 7 below them to live. 
Let us corrett our ſelves in this miſtake, 
and when we account the daies are ſhort, 
we muſt mean no more but this : 

We have one thing neceſſary to be done, 
To co the will of our Father, to get rea- 
dy for Heaven; this muſt be conſtantly 
and ſeriouſly minded, and we have no 
ſpare time to throw away without any re- 
ference to this buſineſs. Our life* runs 
away ſo faſt, that unlefs we take good 
heed, we ſhall not be able to do the 
work for which we live. It wonld be 
accounted a piece of madnefs, if when 
the enemy is at the Walls, when the ſtorm 

IS 
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is ready to be made; when the Bullers fiy 
at out the Streets; 4 man ſhould fit conſis 
dering whether a Bow will carry further 
then a Gun, and whether more were kil- 
led by the Ancient weapons, then by the 
modern Arms ; And yet juſt ſuch is the 
folly of mankind. When death is at their 
back, and life flies before their faces, 
when they are beſet with eviis in the 
world, and have little (trength to reſiſt 
them, , when they are in the ſtraights of 
time, and yet have a huge deal of work to 
do; they are thinking with themſelveswhe- 
ther it 1s beſt to hunt to day, or to Hawk; 
whether they ſhould viſit a friend at this 
town or the nexc, &7c. and they ſpend 
their time as though they had too much; 
and yet at laſt cry out upon the brevir 
of life: Come, come; let us be —_ 
and reckon right. Nox exiguum temports . , 
habemus, ſed multum perdimmwt, as Seneca - L 4 jo 
well faid. It is hot a little time that we © 
have, but it is not a little tHat we loſe. 
God hath not given a little, but we throw 
away much. Our portion is not farall 
for what we are to trade, but our miſ- 
penſe is exceeding great. Non accepimmbs 

witam brevem ſed fecirmui: We did niof 
F 2 recgive? 
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yeceivea ſhorthfe, but have wade it ſo. 
Not God but we our ſelves have made our 
time Jictle. He is not niggardly and 
ſparing, but. we are prodiga! and nuke 
a. lamentable waſt of our hours. Juſt as 


when a great eſtate and fair poſſeſſions 


came to an unthrifty Heir ,_ they are 
preſently conſumed and ſpent.; whenas 
a little Portion well husbanded , en- 
creaſeth to large demeans ; ſo it is with 
our life. They that have abundance of 
tune given unto them, through their 
groſs improvidence and miſpence are 
utterly undone, and whine- like beggars, 
as if they had had none :- whereas care- 
ful and diligent. perſons ſo jmprove a 
little, that thanks be to God they are 
rich in good works,and ſay it is eriough ; 
let God call for them when he plea(- 
eth. | 


$7 f 0 3Þ 
10. Let us reckon death to be the beſt 


Atconntant, and: ſo number our dayes now, 
4 we [ball do when we come to dye. Then 
a.day wilF appear a pretious thing ; then 
wila covetous man offer all that he hath 
HL I " 
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got in his whole life, for one day ; then 
will a vo:uptugus wan þe ready to pur- 
chaſe a day with any pains , though it 
were all rainy, and he were forced' to 
ſpend it in tears. But it is a ſad reckon- 
ing when a wan muſt reckon twice, and 
and one of them muſt be when he hath no 
time to mend his errors and miſtakes. 
It will go very ill with us, if we make 
one account in our lite, and another at 
our death. If we ſhould ſee then that 
there are as many faults as there are 
dayes ; and that ſo many lines as there 
are in our life, ſo many blots we muſt 
make: how fearfully ſhall we be amazed, 
in what perplexity of ſpirit ſhal] we ſee 
our ſelves fo foul and black, in the midſt 
of ſuch groſs and damnable errors. 'Let 
us therefore ſee and confider, now vvhat 
account dying men make of their time, 
and take their reckoning as molt certain- 
ly trne. Though men novy be laviſh of 
their time, and play avvay their hours; 
though they give all or moſt co the wortd, 
and little or nothing to God ; yet cont 
to a dying wan and he vvill tel] you that 
dayes were good fr ſomething elſe, then 
for a man to cat and drink and trade in 3 
F 3 he 
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"hewill tell you of feeding and nouriſhing 


the Diviner part, of providing for a ſoul, 
of dreſſing it for the Bride-groom by 
conſtant ads of godlineſs ; beſides all 
thoſe of temperance and ſobriety, of ju- 
ſtice and mercy. He will tell you of a 
Fook more worth your reading and ſtu- 
dying, then all that ever you turned oyer. 
And as for a day of grace at what rate 
would he purchaſe ſuch a precious ſeaſon ? 
He will te!] you he is aſhamed that he e- 
yer ſate at his door talking vain:y a- 
mong his neighbqurs on the Lords day. 
He will tell yau that he cannat ſleep naw 
f>r the aking of his heart, that he ſhould 
ſleep at a Sermon. He prayes that. be 
wight but live and pray with his family 
evening and Morning. Yea let hjm beg 
good man, that hath made a good uſe of 
þis time, yet he will tell you that ſuch an 
hour he mighr have ſpent þetter ; in ſuch 
2 company he might bave done more 
g>0d, at fich a time he might þave been 
more ſolicitous and induſtrious about 
Heavenlv things: and he will prav as a 
zood Biſhop did, Lord pardes my ſins of 
amiſfien. And therefore let us now judge 
as fenfibleas good men do when they are 
as fenhDleas goQet ME taught 
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taughtby death that cannot flatter, That 
is a ſtern Maſter, but very juſt and faith- 
ful : he ſpeaks with a dreadful voice, but 
things thac are infinitely true and ſerious. 
He cuts their very heart whoſe accounts 
they leave him towrite ; but he will truly 
ſtate them, Lee us then learn of thoſe that 
he teaches ; and nat (tay till we be taught, 
when perhaps we ſhall be paſt Learning. 
Let us imagine that the room is darkned, 
that the Phyſician ſtands by our bed ſide , 
that we hear our friends tigh and groan, 
that we feel the approaches of death ; and 
then conceive that our Books of account 
are brought to us ,and we have our pen in 
our hand. What now ſhall. we write ? Lec 
us eat and drink and be merry ? Let us 
take our eaſe for we have goods laid up 
for many years? will you reckon thus ; 
our time is ſongenough, le us take cape for 
nothing but to pleaſe our ſelves ? why not 
thus now I pray you? when perhaps two 
daies agone this was your language ? . Oh ! 
but now eternity, eternity appears; and 
therefore ſet down ſo many hours for 
prayer toGod, if we live; writedown 
ſo much pains to underſtand the Word of 
God; and we makeaccount that ſo much ' 
-.BÞ 4 time 
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Time muſt be ſpent i in meditating of the 
will of God. Make a golden letter at the 
Lords Þ ay, for that muſt be more pretis 
ous time, cc. Whoſoever thou art that 
readeſt this, do the ſame now, that thou 
mayeſt do perhaps three dayes hence. Do 
that which now thou canſt , which ere 
long thou wilt wiſh to do and .canſt not, 


' This may be more then an imagination be- 


fore the morning ; and. be ſure one day if 
will be a reality,unleſs thou ſhalc þe ſtruck 
dead without any warning, and have no 
leave for one deliberate thought ; and 
therefore now reckon :f er the ſame ſort, 
ſet down the ſame things in thy reſo.ut1- 
on ; yea ingraye them and cut them upon 
thy heart, thar ſo thy death beds accounx 
may agree wi:h that in thy life, Be ſick 
now in thy thoughts, that thou -maycſt 
find-thy ſelf well then. And ſeeing then 


we tha:l think that we have lived ſo much 


xs we have done good, and as we bave 
deſigned the g'ory of. God ; let us now 
think that we do not live unleſs theſe be 
WA our hearts and lives. 


RULF 
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RULE XI. 


11. If we would zumber aright, let us 
every day caſt up our accounts. Letus 10 
number our dayes, as at the foot of every 
day to wrirz the total Sum. . Let us fay; 
Thus 'ong have we lived, perhaps we may 
live no Ionger, nor curn over another leaf ; 
let us ſee theref:re how our accounts 
ſtand. Say as Pythagyras taught his Scho- 
lars : Tj; maghCluw, Tid\' eekEa, AIC. What Sin 
have I committed ?. What good have T done 
What good have  neg'eed ? What ſtand 
all theſe actions for ? Are.they figures or 
cyphers? Have lived or only been? Doth 
my work go on or am I runing in arrears e 
Do I live as if I were going to dye? Is 
eternity in wy thoughts , and the great ag 
count that I wuſt give ? If xe could ca!) 
cu * ſelves toſuch a reckoning , then we 
might correcany fault we figd betine, be- 
fore it be grown to ſich a number, that 
it will be beyond our thoughts; and give 
Þ2 Our account more fair, .and in order 
when God calls for them , and might hope 
they would be accepted by. him. And 
for thedoing of this it js neceTary that we 
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account every day as if ic were our laſt ; 
which is a Maxim in this divine art of 
numbering , that flows from the firſt Pro- 
poſition. ' Seeing our time that is to come 
1s In Gods hand , therefore we muſt live 
this day as though we had no more daies 
fo live, . And a Heathen could ſay, That 
It 1s xmpoſſible for a man to live the pre- 


Moſonius {Ent day well, ws wgSiuber aint 5 igamy 
6:5 7m ftwou, That oth not propoſe te himſelf to 


live it as his laſt. And fo Seneca profeſſeth 
Ia ago, ut mihi inſtar totias vite ſit dies, that 
he laboured one day might be Hike a who'e 
lifeto him. We muſt ſpend our daies as 
though uy life were but a day, And if we 
did, then ſure Gcd would have a portion 
ofevery day, ifwe intend him any in our 
life ; and we-couldnoc but be diligent to 
ſet all right, and to make up our accounts 
at night , as if it were the end of our lives, 
and our daies were ſummed up. The Ma- 
riner which guides and ſteers the Ship a- 
Yight fits alwaies in the Stern or hinder- 
moſt part of it ; and ſo muſt we, ifwe will 


guide and dire& our life aright through 


the troubleſome Sea of the Forld, accord- 


f "5 to the courfe Gad hath preſcribed; 
EO 


ften in the contemp/ation of our death; 
dwell 
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dwell much in our laſt end, and then ſhall 

we manage all the better, poſſeſs our yeſſel 
in holineſs, and bring her art the laſt roa 
ſafe Heaven, It is a good ſaying of one 
of the Fews, whexewith I ſhall conclude 
this, Mind thy buſineſs as if thou waſt to live 
alway, but think of thy end as if thou waſt 
#4 dye to morrow. | | | 


RULE XII. 


12. Let us number 4s much backward 48 
we are apt to number forward. Let uscaſt 


' up ouraccounts both waies, and tell the 


time that is paſt as we are forward to ac» 
count that which is to come. It is a great 
fault ſure that we skip over ſucha great 
part of our time, and never think what 
we have done, what mercies we have en» 
joyed, which of them we have abuſed,and 
bow little profit God hath received from 
us for all the benefits he hath beſtowed. 
And therefore we muſt not only now be- 
gintQ take ar account of the paſſages of 
every day, bur take ſome time alſo: to 
ftudy our lives that are paſt. We ſhall 
fiad fach a huge advantage by this, that 
it will recompenſe all our pains. —_ 
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1. Hereby we ſhallat leaſt know how 
long we have lived, and therefore what a 
little time in all likelihood remains. And. 

2. How fooliſhly we have ſpent that 
time that is paſt, and therefore how 
chary we ought to be of what God will 
give us no more. And 

3. We ſhall conſider bow ſoon thoſe 
years ( perhaps thirty or forty) are gone , 
which will be a good meaſure whereby to 
judg of the time to come ; for that will run 
away as ſwiftly if it ſhould be as long. 
And | 

4. We ſhall wonder that we have lived 
ſo long, rather then that we dye {> ſoon, 
ſeeing our Lord attained not to ſo many 
years as we perhaps number. All theſe 
and many other advantages we ſhall get by 
our ſerious review of our lives which I 
muſt leaveto your own medirations. And 
I beſeech .yqu think of them thoroughly ; 
for it is for want of ſome ſuch reflexions 
that we liveas if we were but beginning to 
live, Though men have lived forty or fif- 
ty years, yet welut ex pleno & or Aſo 


perdunt,they waſt as if they had their whole 


and full ſtock of time to ſpend upon, aud 
had a great deal to ſpare';. whereas if they 
did 


. 
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did well conſider what is gone, and that 

the leſs remains, they would double their 
diligence to gather up whart is loſt,to pro- 
vide for that (tate, for which they have 
but a little rime left wherein to provide. 
And ſuppoſe we have forty or fifty years 
tocome, or [et our imagination run as far 
as it pleaſeth, yet we muſt confider how 
muc! of this time muſt be ſpent in reci- 


- fying our accounts and bringing our ſouls 


t9 good order ; and how-much will be de- 
voured by the needs of our bodies ; and 
likewiſe how ſpeedily they will be all 
gone if we meaſureby what 1s paft. How 
few do the daies which: we have ſpent 
ſeem ? How ſoon are they gone, and ſeem 
as if they had not been? Juſt ſo fleetly will 
all that run away which is to come, -let it 
be never ſo much; and though it ſeema 
great deal to us while we look forward, 


yet it will ſeemas a few daies, if we look Sen. E7.59% 


but behind us. Infinita eft velocitas tempe- 
ris, que magis apparet reſpicientibus, Time 
is infinitely ſwift, but it moſt ofall ap- 
pears fo to thoſe that caſt their eyes back. 
They that are in the bottom of the Ship 
think they do not ſtir ; but tley that look 
to the place front whence they are come, 


Will 
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will wonder how faſt they have run be*: 
If we did bur caſt up the 
ſum of our daies, when we have numbred 
as many years as we think good, alas ! they 
amount but to a trifle. What are eighty or 
a hundred years, when we have put them 
altogether in one number? how few figures 
will tell the longeſt t2rm of life? but we are 
ſo fooliſh that we teil daies and months 
and years one af er another , which ſeve= 
rally ſpoken of, ſeem to make a great ſhew 
and never put them together , and conſi- 
der what all theſe will amoxint unto , if we 
ſhould live them all : Then one figure and 
a cypher will number thenral!. Bur if we 
likewiſe did conſider how faſt a great 
part of this little number is fled away , it 
would make our life ſeem ſo ſhort and 
tranſitory that we ſhould nev r fancy 
more that there -1$y0 haſt to make ready 
for another world. And if we added this 
conſideration likewiſe, that he who beſt 
deſerved to live, \came not to theſe years 
which we perhaps have attained , what 
ſhould we think ? What ſhould we look 
for but death the. next moyent ? Jeſirs 
Chriſt the Son of the living God lived in 
our fleſh buta lictle more than three and 
thirty 
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thirty years. Why I beſeech you ſhould 
not this be accounted old age among ns 
Chriſtians , ſince the Head of us all was 
noelder when he dyed ? Though they rec- 
koned to ſeventy or eighty years when 
Moſes lived, yet why ſhould we count to 
more then thirty three, as the ordinary 
term of lifeſince the great Prophet is come 
into*the wor:d ? If God lengthen out aur 
dayes beyond this, we ſhould rather look 
upon it aSa wonder that we livefo long 
then that we. live no /onger- 

To conclude ; the ſafeit way is to rec- 
konnomore daies then we have; as I told 
you at firſt, For Moſes you ſee reckons 
but to eighty years, which was the very 
age that he was of when he entred into the 
wilderneſs. Fourty years he was in Phas 
raohs Court, and fourty year more he was 
in banzſhment, as St. Stephen informs us, 
( As 7. 23, 30.) and then he went to 


Pharaoh and brought the people out of 


egypt ; who preſently in the firſt year 


of their enlargement began ro provoke 
God, ard the ſecond year were threatned 
to be all deſtroyed in the wflderneſs : now 
eMoſes reckons as if his daies were at an 


endalſo, whenas God lengthened them 
| forty 
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ry years longer , even to an tumdred and 
twenty years. So let us doalſoand recken 
that our daies are patt and gone ,- though 
God may lengthen them” to-many more 
years ; Þut if he do , we muſt remember 


that they will fie away as (w.fcly as the I 


reſt have done, and therefore we muſt lay 
hold upon them, aid flie away with them, 
that they hay not go away without nsLet 
us not be lef: behind by our thne, -but 
let us be gying on as faſt aswe can along 
with it, ti.l we and itend comfortably 
both togett;er. That we way not till call 
for life, when that calls for death ; but 
we may be fit ctodye, when our time of 
life is done. 

Bur how ſhall we learn all theſe good 


tefſons, -will you ſay ? Who ſhall teach 


us to number aright? Death you fay is a 
£90d accountant, but who will lead us 
unto theſe deep thoughts ? 

' The fourth Obſervation (which I ſhall 


briefly open and commend to your Medi- 


tations ) will give you fome Anfwer to 
this Enquiry. 
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. man.) Ifa man will not hear Gods Law, it 


apply it ſelf to wiſdome;, if we come with 


OBSERV. Iv. 


WW E may beſt. learn this right num Otſerv. a 
bring of our daies, by 4 praying 
heart and « pions mind. Mt 

The prayer here in the Text is direQed 
to God, that. he would teach them, and 
for their part they promiſe to bring an 
heart of wiſdom, that is a godly and re- 
ligious mind. The prayer of the wicked is P:99-25-3, 
an bomination to the Lord ((aith the Wiſes 


i5no wonder that God will not hear his 

prayer. When we come in a.complement 

and for faſhion ſake, having nogreatmind 

that God ſhould do that for us that we 

ask,it cannot be expedited that God ſhould 

regard us. If, we have noheart to number 

our dayes according to the account that 

I have laid before you, though we ſay,. 

Lord teach us to number our aaies, yethe , .. 
cannot but turn away his ear from us. Bur 24, 
on the contrary, That God who 1s {ar from 
the wicked,heareth the prayer of the righ- 
teous, and delighteth init; If ourheart 


a ſerious reſolution and a ſincere delibe-= 
G rate 
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Whoſe thoughts cannot pit things toge- 


rate defire to be what we ſay, God will 
anſwerour requeſts , and fulfill our peti- 
tions. If we bring but a heart of wiſdom, 
we ſhall preſently by the help of God rec- 
kon right, andmaks the beſt uſe of our 


Tife. 


By an heart of wiſdom here in the Text 
5 meant a wiſe heart, asan heart of ſtone 
or fleſh;ſignifies an bard or ſoft heart. And 
itis made up of theſe things: - 

Firft,We muſt bringa ſerious heart: for 

a ſpirit that is vain and trifling that ads 
like one in jeſt , cannot be wiſe. We muſt 
all labour ro take off that lightneſs and 
giddinef: that agitates our ſpirits, andto 
bring our ſouls to ſomecompoſure and 
ſettlement by a reverence unto God ; yea 
and unto our ſelves. We muſt reſolve to 
be in good earneſt about oug ſalvation,and 
to prefer this art of numbring our daies 
aright, before all the fancies of riches and 
pleaſures, and ſuch like things ; that are 
apt to toſs and whirl our minds we kno 
not whither. | 

Secondly, we muſt bring conſidering 
hearts. For he will never number and caſt 
accounts well whoſe mind is not fixed,and 


ther 


' © 
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ther, We many times think, but we do 
not confider. Let us therefore raiſe ob- 
ſervatiqns untoour ſelves,and let us weigh 
them, and give them their due value: ict 
us confider which is more, and which is 
leſs in all things ; let. us balance 
- things in our thoughts, and well mind 
- what equality and what diſproportion 
there js. between thew, _ Say, [s not a ſoul 
liketo liveltonger thena body ? Had I nct 
more need teliitedayes, and take care of 
it, then labour thus about adying thing ? 
What compare is there -between time and 
eternity ? How ſoon have I done telling 
the daies of my life ? and how amT loſt 
and evendrowned in that vaſt Occan ? But 
I need not teach a ſerious man to conſider : 
And I need not tell you that ar heart, that 
minds nothing , that layes nothing (as we 
ſay ) to heart muſt needs. be ignorant and 
brutifhan its knowledgs And therefore 
this is a piece of wiſdom acceptable to 
Gad to Iabaur in good ſadneſs to take 
things into our thoughts till our hearts be 
touched by then» We are gone a great 
way to learn any thing of God and parti- 
cularly this great bufmeſs how to live , 
when -we arc once made inquifitive and 
G 2 thoughtful 
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thoughtful in a ſerious ſober wman- 
ner. 

Thirdly, A wiſe heatt is ſuch an one as de- 
ſigns ſomething to it ſelf, and intends to 
improve the knowledg it gets toſome pur 
poſe. The heart ofa fool looks no further 
than the beginning ofa thing, and thinks 
not of what ſhall fol:'ow : and therefore 
we muſt bring ſich a ferious diſpoſition 
as is determined to deduce ſome goed out 
of every thing that is prepounded to our 
conſideration. Many truths lye by men, 
but they cannot be ſaid properly to know 
and skill them , becauſe they are 'conten« 
ted with the bare notion of them. They 
know the number of their daies, the ſhort- 
neſs of their lives, and the reſt that I have 
ſaid: but they make no uſe of it at all : 
15 as meer a ſpeculation as that twenty and 
forty make ſixty, or the like And there- 
fore we muſt not only number and tell 
how ſhort they are, and whither they are 
running, and what uſe they are for ; but 
we muſt conclude in ſome reſolution , 
and ſet down ſomething that reſults from 
the whole account for the good of cur 
ſouls. Al theſe things are but means to 
ſomething elſe ; reading , praying conſt- 

dcring 
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dering andexamination are but the begin» 
nings of Religion, not theend ; they are 
the way only : and therefore we muſt not 
reſt in them, bur let our ſouls Þo further, 
till we are carried to ſomething elſe by 
them. AS when weaccount but one day 
to our life; when we tell ſo many evil daics 
if we live long, ec. We muſt ask our ſouls, 
what then will yuu do? Caſt in your 
minds and ſpeak , what courſe do you 
mean to take? And by ſuch like queſti- 
_ bring your wark to ſome good iſſue. 
A | 

Foarthly, A truly wiſe heart is that which 
deſigns holineſs, to belike to God, and 
eternally to enjoy him. For the Fear of 
the Lord, that is wiſdome : and to depart 

rom evil , that is underſtanding , Job 28. 
#lt. And this therefore is it we muſt in- 
tend, to this iſſue we muſt bring our 
ſouls, and ifwe do conſider and contrive 
this heartily, then we may be encoura- 
ged to pray to God, that we may know 
how to take the right meaſure of our days. 
We may ſay to him, Lord teach me what 
my life is, forelſe I am afraid I ſhall not 
live, Lord affe& me with the ſhortneſs 
of my time, for elſe I am in danger to want 
G 3 thy 
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thy ar, and thee it is that I ſeek thou 
knoweſt it is the defire of my ſoul to be 
godly ; I aw reſalved it ſhall bemy work 
and employment in the world that I may 
| be friends with thee, and therefore teach 
_ * me ſo to uſe my dayes, that I way not ' 
loſe both them and thee, Gad cannot re- 
. fiſt ſuch impartunate and unfeigned de- 
fires. He ſeeks ſuch Scholars as have 2 
mind tq learn, and he will teach them to 
wakea right uſe of what I have RS 


What uſe ſhould that be may ſame ſay? 
What will a pigqus mind,and praying heart 
earn from hence? I will cell you, how 

it will ſhape its life according to this rec- 

koning which 1 have made , and thereby 
briefly ſuggeſt many go2d Rules of life 
unto you. 

A wiſe manwill learn tobe diligent, bee. 
cauſe the tire is ſhort, To bc: watchful,and 
alway prepared , becauſe the end way te 
ſudden in every moment. To be fearful of 
Sin, becauſe the anger of God cuts ſinners 
off inthe midſt. To ” bink much of time,be- 
cauſe ir paſſeth moſt ſwifily when we 
think of ſomething elſe. To remember our 


Creator betmes , becauſe evil dayes will 
come 
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come wherein nothing elſe will pleaſe us. - 


To do goÞd, becauſe that is the work of life. 
To work together with God, and zealouſly 
ingprove opportunities, becauſe all times are 
not alike. Tobe very exar in ouy aitions 
becauſe they mult ſtand upon Record to 
Eternity, Te renounce unto all unnece[ſary 
things , becauſe we may have no time nor 
leiſure for them, To ſeek firſt the Kingdows 
of God , becauſe that is the only-thing we 
are.ſure to attain, To de dayly , becauſe 
death makes the beſt and tr ueſt reckoning. 
To be conſtant in ſelf-examinetian , becauſe 
this day may be our laſt. Ty book back to our 
beginning : becauſe the more we baye It- 
ved, the leſs we have to live. In-a word 
A wiſe heart will learg #6 be 4 very good 
Husband of its time , aud make it ſervethe 
moſt noble deſign. And heisa wiſe man 
indeed that of a few days can make aneter- 
nal advantage, by the, improvement of. a 
ſhort life gain endleſs felicities. He would 
be accaunted a wiſe man, whohad an aft 
by a penny in a little ſpace of time toraiſe 


an eftate of many thouſand pounds, Burt 


he is far wiſer , and hath a greater reach, 
'who by the good uſe of this moment, oÞ- 
tains the inheritance of Angels, yea of the 

G 4 SON 
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of a never-dying life. 

Let me conclude witha brief Exhortas 
tion to you in the words of the Text , as 
they lie in our Tranſlation.Pray unto God 
earneſtly that he would ſo zeach you to num- 
ber your aaics, that you may apply your hearts 
wat wiſdom. Do you ſeriouily endeavour 
and then entreat of him to give you ſuch 
an efleGual grace, that there may ſome 
good ariſe to you out of your labour. Pray 
till you feel your heart inclining unto wit- 
dome, till itapply it ſelf to underſtan- 
ding,Ti/l y:u ſeek for it as for fubuer, and dig 
for it as for hid treaſure.” Never leave im- 
portuning 'the Father of mercies through 
Chriſt the wiſdom of the Father, till you 
be made wiſe unto ſalvation. | 
' *Letus never! ceaſe numbring, and ta- 
 kingevery confideration ſeveral by it ſels, 
and beſeeching God to impreſs them on 
our heartstill we find this effe&and fruit 
of it, that our hearts are Þrought to the 
' wiſdom of the juſt ;'till we judge of !Fings 


at God doth, , and chuſe that which he 


loves, and follow the thing that good'is, 
and 4:tggether- become of. the ſamie mind 
bf with 


Son of God, gets poſleſſion of the, everli- 
ving Goad, arid ſerties himſelf in the joyes 
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with him. Let us number and pray till 
we find theſe conſiderations taking down 
the heights of Pride , andthe heats of luſt, 
the hupe deſires of a covetous mind, and 
the humorous defires of a fond fancy, till 
vwe find them quieting-our paſſions , mo- 
derating our affections, and bringing our 
wils to the meaſures of God : till we have 
found a place in another Countrey,a King- 
dome that cannot be ſhaken, a houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens: 
till we can live as well in poverty as in 
riches ; in hardſhip as in ſofr enjoyments, 
' without diſtruſt or envy, without fear or 
cares , without perplexed or careleſs 
thoughts ; in ſhort, till we have learned 
to live the life of Men,and the life of Chri- 
ſtians : ti}] we make God our only joy,and 
love our Neighbours as our ſelves, and 
look death in the face as a friend. 

Let us every day call our ſelves to an 
account, and think that we have one day 
lefs to live , and one day more to reckon 
for. We every day make our account 
greater , andhave leſs time to make tin, 
and therefore let us make it alwaies as we 

along. And ſuppoſe (my Brethren ) 
that God ſhould come this night and ſay 
to 


tt 
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© any one of us,as he did to Belſhazzer,by 
a hand writing on the Wall in the Caldee 
tongue, Mene , eMyne , it is numbred, 
it is nymbred, (which Danel applies to 
his Kingdom,) thy daies are told : God 
hath counted. hn up and finiſhed them: 


thou ſhalt not liveto ſee a morrow.. Are 


thy acc@unts and Godseven ? da they not 
differ very much ? doſt not thou reckon 
for a great many years longer ? and ſhall 
he not cut them ſhort in the midſt of thoſe 
days, which thou haſt tld out for thy ſelf? 
doſt thou not tell twenty when he tells but 
one or not ſo much ? Are not thy thoughts 
a huge way off from eternity ? haſt thou 
not moſt of thy great work to do? art 
thou not in the mid{t of a deſign, as buil- 


ding an houſe, or the 1ike,while thy ſoul | 


lies in its rvines and rubbiſh ? If they be 
not the ſame, if thy reckoning do not agree 
with his, then-it will make thee ſhake and 
tremble as it did him, ta ſee thy ſelf ſo 
much miſtaken in thy numbring,to behold 
fo much- of thine account ſtricken off -þy 
the hand of God ; {> many of the days 
which thou reckonedſt wiped quite out 

of the Book of the Living. 
If thou doſt account as he doth, and 
think- 
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thinkeſt that thou mayft dye to night ; 
then hqw canſt thou live otherwiſe then as 
a dying man ? how canſt thou quietly /ay 
thy ſelf an thy Pillow for to ſleep, with 
the Conſcience of any guilt upon thy ſoul? 
why doſt thou not ſay every night as the 
Philoſopher could direc ? 


Vixi, & quem aederit carſurp fortune , 
peregt : 


I hayelived a1d finiſhed my courfe which 


- Providence hath aſſigned me to run. Then 


if God give thee a morrow, thou wilt look 
upon it as new life, and be more thank» 
ful for it. | 
. He that tells his time by ozes and by mo- 
ments,w1ll think that 1f he do not live now 
he may live never ; he will betake himſelf 
to the moſt ſerious and ſtricteſt courſe of 
Piety, knowing that that lifeis long enough 
which is good, and that is too long, or 
rather none at all which is bad. Truly 
there is nothing ſo much tobe lamentedas 
the folly of men, whereby they think they 
live. but do not, and whereby they defire 
a'way to live but cannot. Weep for the 
dead (ſaith the Sor of Sirach, 22.Eccl. 11.) 


for 
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for he hath loft the light ; and weep for a fool, 
for he wants underſtanding , i. &. is without 
licht, even whilſt he lives. And therefore 
it follows preſen:ly in him, Make bttle 
weeping for the dead for he is at reft, but the 
life of a fool is wor ſe than death ; Seven days 
do men mourn for him that it dead, but for 4 
fon and an ungodly man all the days of his 
Ie. : 
 Wemnakeijtan argument you know ofa 
foo!, that he cannot gount aright, nor tell 
to ten or twenty : and there 15 no greater 
argument of ſtupidity, no doſjtiſhreſs 
ſhould more move our-tears and corapaſſj- 
on, then when men'reckon afrer that fooliſh 
ſort that I ſpoke of in the beginning , 
whereby they live ina dream, and dye in 
an amazement. And therefore the holy man 
puts theſe together in my Text,right num- 
bringand a wiſe heart, which if we bring 
not, we are dead while we live, andour 
friends have reaſon to take up lamentati- 
ons over us, and ſay; Ah my Brother, ah 
my Siſter. 

Let me once more beſeech you, there- 
fore to be wiſe.Go home and te'] how ma- 
ny days remain, and if you can find never 
an One for any thing you can tell, riſe nor 


up 
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upfrom your knees, before you have taken 
up ſ»megood; reſolutions againſt the mor- 
row if you have it, and then work out 
a a 0p with fear and trembling ; eve- 
ry day watch and pray, becauſe you know 


| not in what hour the Lord w1!l come. And 


to this end, remember that Counſel, and 
ſtudy it throughly, which I havealready 
mentioned. Look back,the firſt thing thou 
doſt, and think how few days thou haſt 
lived, Exigua vite pars eff, quans was Vi- 
wimnus, it isa very little part of our life 
that we truly «live all the reſt of the 
ſpace, tempus eſt, nonvita; is time and 


not life. And therefore /et that which re- 


mains be Life. 


Per haps 
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Erhaps I may awaken you and my ſelf, 
Þ the more, if I leavethis Texc, and 
take another which isour deaf Brother, 
that not long ago ſtood in this place from 
whence I ſpeak unto you. Whoſe Life was 
a' continual Sermon , and upon whom I 
might wake another Sermon to you, now 
that one is done. His life was but ſhort 
in the Vulgar account; and yet it was long 
if you uſe the Arithmecick which I have 
beennow teaching you. He minded the 
true end of living, and he lived ſolong as 
to do his work, and he dida great deal. 
of work ina little time and therefore he 
died oldand full of daies, and was laded 
with more of life, then many a man with a 
gray Beard. Old age is not tobe known 
by a withered face, but by a mottified ſpis 
rit ; not by the decays of the natural bo- 
dy,but by the weakneſs of the body of ſin; 
not by the good that we have enjoyed, but 
by the good that we have done ; and if we 
be prepared for death, we have lived long 
enough ; if our Life be a death, then no 
death can be untimely to us. | 
But then while I tell youthe price of 
ſucha Jewel, I ſhall but make you mourn 
the more for ſucha loſs. How —_ 
| | woul 
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would it have beentous all, 1f\bth an-A- 
ged ſoul.might have dwelt alittle longer 
ina young body'? How much more ggod 
might he have done by his prudent counſel, 
by his wiſe diſcourſes, by grave and ſeri» 
ous Sermons, by a mature judgment, by 
areligiousand well goyerned life f Thus 
you are apt to ſpeak within your ſelves; 


and I think I ſhall do well to aſliſt theſe 


thoughts now they are begun , and help 
your ſouls co þe delivered of their ſighs 
and to number their loſſes, that ſo they 
may by ſerious weighinp of them , re- 
dound to ſome good, 

Conſider therefore that the Church of 
God hath loſt a burning anda ſhiningLight, 
the Commonwealth anexcellent and peac- 
able Subjet, the Miniſters a Dear Bro- 
ther, this Pariſh a tender Father, the City 
a moſt worthy member, and when you 
have wept to think of theſe, you will have. 
no tears left to condole with me who have 
loft ſo dear a friend. Fi 

If we ſhould conſider only what a large 
ſtock he had of uſeſul Learning, there 


would be reaſon that all intelligent per- 


ſons ſhould bewail his loſs; for there is 


not ſuch plerity of profitable Learning in 
the 
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the world that we can well ſpare any,and 
we know not how long there will be any 

 atgll. - But then conſidering the Piety to 7} 

which it was wedded, ourloſs is the far 

more deplorable, becauſe theſe two are 
but ſeldom faund conjoyned in ſo largea +: 
mealure. Nazianzen accounts that they. 
who want either of theſe, id F Ing pvwa- 
wwy Negigxn, do difier nothing at all from 
men that want one Eye ; who havenot ons 
ly a greatdefed&, bur cannot ſo confident- 
ly appear in the world, to look on others, 
and let others look on them. Now many 
one-eyed men there may be in the world, 
ſome that want Learning, and more that 
want grace; but in very few heads ſhall 
you ſee theſe two luminaries of knowledg 
and goodneſs in any great Splendor. The 
more therefore ought ſuch to be valued, 
and their extinction to be lamented. 
Sigiſmund the Emperour (as Dubraviut 
tells us ) having knighted a DoGor of the 

Law that was very learned, and one of his 

Council, and obſerving that when the 4 

Council went aſide to deliberate about a+ 

ny buſineſs, he joyned himſelf to the, 

Knights as more honourable, and left the 

DoGors, be called him to him and faid, 

Fiſcellin 
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Fiſcellin ( for fo was his naine) I didnot : 
take thee to be ſucha fool; as to prefer 


T honour before Learning ; For thou knows 


eſt very well, that I can aub fix hundred 
K nights in a day , but cannot make ofte Do- 
(For in all my life. What would this brave 
King have ſaid, if he had ſpoken of the 
value of true godline(s which is to be pre- 
ferred before all things elſe ! I will ima- 


gine that he would have ſpoken ſuch words 


as theſe, I cay make Knights as many 4s | 
will, and only ſuch as thou canſt make Scho- 
lars';, But it is God alone that cangive grace; 
and therefore judge which thou art to 


prize at the highelt rate. 


Give me leave to make ufe of this to our 
preſent purpoſe. Men may make others 
rich, or they way confer upon them ho- 
nours, yea and they may appoint Preach- 
ers,butalas they canriot make them Lear- 


| red, much leſs can they breath into them 


the Heavenly Spirit ; and therefore ſuch 


' men living are to be ths more eſteemed, 


and dead to be the more honoured : Eſ- 
pecial:y where theſe two are accompant- 
ed with moral prudence and decent beha- 


' viour ; which came nothing behind the 


other in our deceaſed Friend and Bro- 
H thers 
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ther. Oh what an unaffected gravity was 
there in that countenance ! What: inno=» 
cent ſmiles in that face ! what wanlike hu- 
mility in his deportment ! chearfulneſs 
in him did contend with ſeriouſneſs ; affa- 
bility with awfulneſs, love with diſcreti- 
on, wiſdom with fimplicity, &#c. and the 
reſult of all theſe reconciled graces, was: 
the very Picture of vertue and goodneſs. 
Do not think that I flatter him with my 
Pencil,alas ! it gives fo rudea (troke, that 
Iam atiraid I ſtal} rather disfigure him ; 

and | am ready to draw back my hand now 
that lam going to draw the Lines of his 
Life and prefent you with a brief narrative 
how he ſpent his daies. 

Yet ſince it will be expected from me 
who have known him now near fifteen 
years, I ſhall give you a draught of what 
1s moſt materia), and leave the fillings up 
and finiſhings to your own thoughts,which 
may have been obſervant of more particu- 
lars. 

Cod was pleaſed early to ſow the ſeeds 
of Grace in his heart, and to ſanRifie him 
to himfelf, parily by the religious, Edu- 
cation of his god 4 parents, and partly by 
| the preaching (as I bave heard him ſay) of 

one 
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one M. Ludlam now with God, whoſe ſweet 
and Chriſtian eloquence I have heard him 
ſpeak often of with great affe&ion. We /it- 
tle think perhaps how much we are endebred 
to God for pious Parents, and for a painful 
Mzniſtry. By whoſe means hewas kept 
from blotting his ſoul with any of thoſe 
foul things, wherewith the Conſciences of 
many are grievouſly deboſhed. 

Coming unto Cambridge he was placed 
in Queens Colledge under a very worthy 


Perſon, who did hugely love him,both for Mbit 


his choice parts, andearly Piety. There 
he followed his ſtudy very hard, to the 
prejudice I fear of his body. Iulla ates 
ſme lizea; might well have been writ over 
his ſtudy door in thoſe youthful dayes; 
which uſe to be ſpent in doing worſe then 
nothing. And the work ofgodlineſs I am 
ſure he no leſs laboured in, as ſome few 
perſons alive can witneſs, who uſed to 
meet together once in a week to confer a- 
bout things that concerned their Souls, 
the benefit of which ſome can to this day 
remember, For Chriſtian communion diſ- 
cretely managed, i that which keeps our Re- 
lizion ts Breath. As ſoon as there was any 
occaſion for him to appear in publick, he 
9 was 
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was noted for his good parts; and after he 


had been between four and five years at | 


the Univerſity,he was choſen Fellow of the 
Colledge, with the unaninzous conſent of 


the whole Society there preſent. Afﬀter 


that time, though he negle@ed' not other 
uſeful Learning, yet he applyed himſelf 
chiefly to the ſtudy of divine things. And 
he did not vent his conceptions while they 
were but half digeſted notions, but gave 
his Soul leiſure to concod them, and turn 
them into its habit and conſtitution. Thus 
he laboured todo while he wraſtled with 
the i|l habit of a ſplenetick body , which 
created him( tomy knowledge ) no ſmall 
diſturbance in his Studies. And indeed 
it doth a great deal of miſchief in the 
world, that men teach others who had need 
ro be taught themſelves. Imperfe& ap- 
prehenfions of things, and raw indigeſted 
notions have made as great ſtirs and con- 


vulſions amonglt us, as the wind makes in 


the body, which ariſes from the 1ll con- 
codion ofa ſour and cold ſtomack. It was 
. & wiſe ſaying ( whoſoever was the Father of 
it ) That an indifſerent Shoomaker might 
make a good Cobler ; and an indifferent Tay- 


tor might make a good Botcher ; but an inaif- 
ferent 
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| ferent Scholar was good for nothing. And 


therefore he laboured to have the maſtery 


| of ſuch Learning as was neceſſary for his 


end; andalſo avoided anptherdangerous 
errour which many fall into, and that is 
medling-with the higher things, before 
they had gained ſome good knowledge of 
the lower. By this means they may be both 
diſcouraged with the difficulty, and a:ſo 
loſe their labour ; if they fall not into a 
worſe diſeaſe, to have their mind b!'own 
up and ſwoln wich things they do not un- 


derſtind. He followed the Rule of Sims 1n Epik. 


lictes,which is to begin #7? # wayer, with 
ſmal! things firſt, leſt it happen (ich he) 
unto us according to the Proverb, 
myI@ egrpuiar watrrgy, tO begin the trade of 
a Porter, by making a huge veſſel firſt, be- 
fore we know whether we cannakea leſs; 


_ and ſo we looſe both our labour,and coſt, 


and credit altogether. But which is worſt 
of all, ſuch men do i» F Fay Juyas nut 
atTqy curicner, aS NATI4NZer ſpeaks, exer- 
T Religion upon other mens ſouls, before 
their own; which 15 the part ſaith he of a 
fool,and ofa bold man. Wehad better be- 
gin any trade ignorantly, and venture be- 
ore our time at great things in any cal- 

HR 3 ling ; 
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| ling ; than in this Divineprofeſſion un- 


dertake to teach ſouls, and praGtiſe god- 
line; upon our Hearers hearts, when we 
have not the firſt rudiments of Piety i In our 
own. And therefore it was his endeavour 
to underſtand well the grounds of godli- 
neſs , and toſettle thoſe Foundations on 
which a ſoul might rely ; and having over- 
come the crudities of other knowledg,and 
arrived to ſome ſtrength, his next care was 
to ſtudy that Learned Tgnorance( that a 
great Maſter commended)To be willing wot 
to know thoſe things which our ſupream Ma- 
ſeer is not pleaſed to teach us. 
Then as ſoon as it was fit he ſhould ap- 
pear in the pulpit , he was preſently fa- 
med for an excellent Preacher ;' And he 
drew not only the common people after 
him, but the moſt learned ears were chain- 
ed to his tongue. TI ſhall never forget with 
what a becomming boidneſs and modeſt 
gravity above his years, he preached at St. 
e/N:rics before the Univerſity , when he 
was appointed among others to be ofa 
Con! ination before the ordinary time, by 
a nev/ order from the higher Powers: ASer- 
mon, [ zccounted it,of ſe.f-denial, though 
his ſpeech was” not of that Subject be- 
cauſe 


Ciek) 


cauſe it was ſo —_— and ſearching 
and ſtripped ofall thoſe Ornaments which 
young men love to dreſs and trim their dif- 
courſes withal. 

Not long after, he undertook to preach 
conſtantly 1n the afternoonsata Church be- 
longing to the Colledge, which I may ſay 
he did freely ; for the ſtipend amounted 
not to much above the wages of an ordina- 


io PP 
ry Servant inone of your houſes. There ** 


might you have ſeen a great throng of pi- 
ous Scholars and people hanging upon his 
lips; many of which deſired nearer ac- 
quaintance with him, and uſed to frequent 
his chamber for advice and counſel. There 
me thought, he was inhis Kingdom, he did 
ſo reign and domineer ( as 1t were ) over 
the minds and hearts of his Auditors, who 
could not but attend-unto him. And yet 
notwithſtanding, he did not neg'e& the 
charge which he had likewiſe undertook 
of many Pupils ; but they thrived ſo well 
under the wings of his care and great love 
(a thing for which he was noted) that 
ſeveral of them are now fellows of the 
Houſe. And really, in the managing of 
all theſe affairs, he ſo out ſtripped his 
years, that it might have been an argument 
= ( had 


( 104 ) 


Orr" 


Rs. em os, _ Oe EY 


Ti; 13a (had not our eyes been blind with love ) 
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that he was old already, his manners being 
ſogray-headed in his youth. He did not 
' grow up by degrees as we do, butall on a 
ſuddain me-thought he was a man. He ac- 
ed and preached, when his hotteſt blood 
Þoiled in his veins, as men do in their cool 
age ; With great ſeriouſneſs, gravity, and 
a certain Majeſtick humility which com- 
manded reverence to his youth. It is no 
wonder therefore that God hath gathered 
him ſo ſoon, ſeeing ke brought forth fruit 
ſo early, and was ri pe when others begin 
to bloom,or butto putforth a tender bud. 
He had run half of his courſe, and ſeemed 
to be in his Meridian, when it was but 
day-break with us his Contemporaries, 
and we did but begin to peep above the 
Horizon with timorqus light. And be- 
ſids,thisis not to be forgatren, that though 
he was of excellent good learning,and had 
all this work to do, yet he lived nat al- 
waies among his Books, which is to dye 
among the living , and tolive among the 
dead, a dying to all, and perhaps nat a 
living to a mans ſelf : but he was eXceed- 
Ing free toall good converſe, and let his 
friends enjoy fo much of him , that ſome- 
times 
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times he could ſcarce enjoy himſelf, bur 
only in them. Yea, I doubt that he was 
better to them then to himſelf, and diſre- 
garded his own health to ſatisfie their de= 
tires. The Arabick proverb is, $7 awatcus 
turns fit mel, ne commedas totum: If thy 
Friend be Honey , do not eat himall up. 
I wiſh that it had been known more fami- 
liarly in Ezgland, for I fear the ſweetneſs 
of his ſociety did tempt his friends to de- 
voure him among them. 

After he had been in Cambridge between 
elevenand twelye years, and had preach- 
ed much both there and 11 theCountry,the 
Providence of God fo ordered it , -that 
coming to London abour three year and a 
half ago,upon another occaſion,he was de- 
fired to preach in this place, and inſtantly 
was choſen to be the inſtrucer of this 
Congregation. I remember that he was not 
received with leſs joy, then now he is car- 
ried forth with ſorrow.Nor was he leſs e- 
ſteemed,as far as I can hear, in other places 
of the City,then in this Pariſh,who I know 
hid a very great affection to him. His Bre- 
thren in the Miniſtry did highly value ( as 
I have heard from ſome of them ) his ex- 
cellent endowments: and looked upon 
him 
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Thy ab9y him as one like to be very inſtrumental in 
«Jy the work of theLord.And ſo I hope te hath 
D? tt- been; for you have fully known his De- 
_ frine, his manner of life, his purpoſe, Faith 
ert. aud Charity, as the Apoſtle ſaith concer- 
3:& 5% ning himſelf ro T?methy, 2 Epiſt.3.10.T will 
»> 7% hut remember you a little of the firſt, v7z. 
&7& 9 his Dodrine and ſpeech , for by that you 
T7. 
71:t>, Way judge of the reſt, it being according 
to the ancient ſaying, The Charatter of 4 
man, and the Image of his life. 

His Sermoas were ſtings, rather then 

words: They were ma #+e;w]e, winged 

words ina diviner ſenſe; for they were 

the Arrows of the Almighty, ſhot with a 

ſtrong arm into mens hearts. His Dit- 

courſes were. ſo rational and demonſtra- 

tive, that they were able to convert an 

Atheiſt to the Faith : So clear and full of 

light, that they might turn the moſt 1gno- 

rant ſoul unto wiſdome. So awakening and 

lively they were, that it will be a wonder 

if he have lefc one ſoul aſleep among you. 

So perſwaſive and moving, that they mrght 

charm the cup out of the han1 of the Drun- 

kard, and entice a ſinner out of the moft 

delicate unlawful embraces. &o cordial 

likewiſe and reviving, that if any perſons 

droop 


11han 


wi 
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droop who heard him , they never drank 


them down, but only lickt the glaſs. So 
conſiderate and digeſted, that as he beat 
down confidence in mans preper (ſtrength, 
ſo he rouſed them from their lazineſs and, 
an idle indiflerency about their ſouls. So 
diſcreet and fervent, that as he affrighted 
cold formality, ſo he tempered zeal, thar 
it might not be frighted out of its wits. 
And as the Apoſtle hath married truth to 


Charity, fo he endeavoured to keep his. 


bond inviolable, that they might never be 
divourced either in his heart or word. But 
the Text upon which he preached the laſt 
Commencement before the Univerſity was 


For his , 
egree O 
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his conſtant praGiſe , Speaking the truth tn In Divini- 


love. He was a Preacher indeed,that ſought 
to find out acceptab'e words, and written 
upright, even words of truth, as the great 
Preacher ſpeaks, Eccleſ. 12,10. And where- 
as there are too many Sermons that are full 
of words without matter , and not a few 
that have excellent matter without words, 
roſet it off,and convey it into mens minds; 
God had given him an excellent faculty to 
dive into the bottom of the truth,and then 
to adorn it with ſuch g0od and rich ex- 
preſſions, that it ſhould loſe nothing for 
want 


ty. 
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want Of one to commend it. There was a 
ſweet vein of Eloquence that ran through 
his reaſon. His arguments were interlaced 
with handſome illuſtrations, And after he 
had drawn the picture of the truth he in- 
tended to repreſent, he had the art to hang 
it in a convenient light, ſo that it ſhould 
look upon every body in the Houſe. Na- 
ZH482e8 Compares a mans mind that cannot 


vegwov]er ytrer its mind to the motion of a man 


the yus 
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whoſe joynts are ſtruck with a benumming 
diſeaſe. And I may compare a mind which 


Orer.Yiceſ, (peaks without any underſtanding, to the 


motion of a puppet, that frisks and skips 
moſt nimbly, but hath no ſoul within. But 
he of whom I ſpeak was not frozen and 
benummed,ſo that his mind could not flow 
forth, neither had he a flood of words,and 
a drop of ſenſe ; but he rapt away his 
Auditors with a double torrent of Rheto- 
rick and reaſon ſweetly mixt together. 
And truly,ifaDivive could ſtir upall kind 
of affections and paſſions by his Sermons, 
as well as a Commedian cando by a Play ; 
yet unleſs there be a ſound and ſubſtanti- 
al truth ar the bottom, they will be but 
like the ſcorching flames in ſtraw, which 
will quickly expire for want of ſomething 
to 
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to foment and feed them. It is poſſible that 
a man may by ecarneſtneſs and violence ex- 

primere afſectns(as Eraſmus I think ſpeaks) 

expreſs and ſqueeze out afieions from his 
Auditors, bur he will never preſs them 
with any ,» unleſs there be the ſtrength of 
reaſon and weight of Argument to preſs 
and perſwade mens underſtanding into o- 

bedience. I am ſure his Sermons were of 
this ſort that were apt to imprint ſome» 
thing , both upon mind and heart; and [I 
hope he hath left ſome ſuch ſeal upon you 

that will never be blotted our. 

But it pleaſed God that he had many il! 
fits ſince he came hither , which were but 
ſpurs I believe unto hiw, to wake him run 
the faſter. And eſpecia]ly the laſt Sep- 
fember he was encountered with a moſt 
dangerous diſeaſe, which aſſaalted him 
with ſuch a violence, that ic wade all the 
pillars and ſupporters of his body trem- 
ble. Your hopes were even at the laſt gaſp, 
when God gave his life to your prayers 
and tears,and let him breath a little longer 
among you. Now which of you can think 
upon his excellent Sermons fince his re- 
covery, without thankfulneſs tov God that 
he lent him to you a while longer ! Who 
Can 
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can be impatient ( even for his death) who 
remembers thoſe words of our Saviour 
with his Comment in many Sermons, The 
Cup which my Father hath given unto me, 


ſhall I not drink it ? And who can be pro- 


digal of his time, and looſe inyhis life, that 


felt any of thoſe Arrows which he took 
out of the Apoſties quiver ; See that you 


walk circumſpectly , not as fools, but as wiſe 
reaeeming the time, &c.It would be a good 
work for every one of youll to examine if 
you have not been careleſs in following 
thoſe Diredions which might provoke 
God to ſtop the breath of this ſweet Organ 
of his, and cur off the thred of his life by 
another ſharpe ſickneſs which arreſted 
him on the fir{t day of this moneth. Then 
God put a bitter cup into his hand,and he 
drank it off to the bottom with ſuch an 
admirable patience, as he himſelf had 
preached. Then he felt the comfort of a 
holy walking and good uſe of his time, ſo 
that as he was not heard to murmur or re- 
pine that God ſhould thus ſoon take hold 
of his rod again ; neither did he call for 
time to come back again,as if he were loth 
to dye by this rod: ; 


I cannot but remember a few thirigs that 
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I obſerved in this ſickneſs, which will be 
partiy for our imitation , and partly for 
our comfort. | 

Firft, His reſignation 1n the beginning of 
his diſcaſe: God & wiſe(ſaid heto me)and Lis 
will is guided by wiſaome ; and therefore ler 
him do as ſeems him good, for I am in- 
different. 

Seconaly , The expreſſion of his Faith, 
When his diſeaſe beganto make ſomeoffers 
at his head.and a little to obſcure his mind 
| hefaid to me, Truly this is the only thing 
that troubles me,that T fear I ſhall loſe my 
underſtanding,but my Saviour intercedes in 
Heaven; He advth, he doth. 

Thiraly,His patience and quietneſs under 
the violence of his Diſeaſe. For when he 
was deftred either not to ſpeak,or not to 


ſtir,his Anſxer ſtill was.well I will not.fo 
that I might ſay of his Feavouras Diogeres 
did when he was fick of the ſame diſeaſe, 
it was nothing elſe but Jugs man <4 wwe] O, 
the wreſtling of the ſoul with the body, as 
two Compbatans uſe to do in the Olympick 
Games,and his Soul got the better by patt- 
ence and lying ſtill. When Epictetus broke 


Na%'dnt. 
Epift. 64, 
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{ his leg, they ſaw he talkt and diſcourſed 


as if he had been in another wans body ; 
and 
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and when the bones of our deceaſed Bro- 
ther were ſore vexed, me-thought he lay 
as if ts ſou] were ſomewhere elſe,and was 
gone out to God. For, 

Fourthly, Cod was pleaſed to bleſs him 
with a quietnels and peace in his Conſci- 
ence. Though he had no raptures and ex- 
ceſſes of mind(which he never afiected)yet 
he thanked God he had a ſolid peace,and a 
ſweet calm, and he paſſed out of the wor:d 
Juſt as he lived,in aneventemper.And, 

Fifthly, According to his Faith in the 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo it wasunto 
| him. God was very gcod to him ingiving 
him bis underſtanding unto the laſt ; even 
when the cunning Adverlſary of mankind 
made an attempt upon himtoward his Jat- 
ter end, when his ſtrength declined,and he 
wasleaſt able to reſiſt an aſſault. He would 
have flily conveyed'ſuch thoughts into his 
mind, that he had been a ſtrarger to praci- 
cal oodlineſs; ; buthe had ſo much under+ 
ſtandingas to conſider that he was not hiw= 
ſelf, norfit tobe a judge when he could 
look but at a few things. And trul y, I told 
him that it was the beſt way for one that 
had ſetled a well-grounded hope in his 
tife,to give the Devil no other Anſwer at 
{uch 
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ſuch a time; but Saran rhov theft ; and. enter 
into no further diſpute with him. Where- 
upon he faid,Thou cowardly Devil, take me 
now ? Why didft thou not come ſooner, if thou 
hadft any thing to ſay ? This expreſſion! he 
had more then once,and was troubled no 
further butto give teſtimony afterward ito 
ſome that ſtood by, tharthanks be ro God 
we have” the yiory through Chriſt Jeſus, 
And, {7 | 
| Laſtly, He had ſuch woerena as the great- 
eſt man once in the world wiſhed for, and 
he placidly andquietly, without beingtorn 
by force out of his body,flept'in the Lord 
on theLords day the 12 day of thismoneth., 
And conſidering the time of his end, 1 
think it is not a meer fancyto remark upon 
theſe three things; which made his death 
juſt proportionable to'his life: Firſt, That 
as he died in the noon of his age,ſo hedied 
in the noon ofthe day : That may ſeem but 
an inconfiderable circumſtance, unleſs we 
joyn it with the reſt. For ſecondly ,. He 
went to receive his. reward upon! that 
day wherein he moſt laboured. From the 
communion of Saints on earth, he went to 
the conſort of Saints andAngels in Heaven: 
And it was one of the laſt words that he 
I {pake; 
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ſpake, There remeine 4 reſt for. the people 
of Ged, Thirdly, he dyed on one of the 
longeſt daies in the year, as if God wouid 
tell us, that hehad lived lang'enough ; as 
long as was fit , and that heing now come 
to his full height , he wasat his Trapick, 
and mult return to him that ſent him forth, 

Men, Brethren and Fathers, you will 
pardon it to the afieftion | hearto his me- 
mory , that I have given you this long, 
though I hope not' tedious, Narration: 
Andif any think it is too ſhort (which I 
may either wr let them be pleaſed to 
cr. thee his life conſiſted but of a few 
daies ; and that it isno ſmall pert of ver- 
tne, to conceal ones vertues. And there- 
fore they may believe without danger that 
the greateſt part of what I have told you, 
is but the leaſt part of that worth which 
lay latent in him. 

And now as you have had the patience 
to bear with me thus long out of your love 
to him, fo let your love to your ſelves be- 
ſtow ſo nuch patience upon you as to ſuf- 
fer a litrle longer, till I ſpeak a few words 
to every one in this Aſſembly. 

And firſt of all ro you my Brethren of the 
Miniſtry, I ſhall not cake upon me to ſpeak 
any 


« 


any words of my own , but acquaint you 


with two words of his to the deareſt rele- 
tion he tad in his farmer ſickneſs: 

Firſt, Let «as be much tu private prayer. 
Our time is ſhort as well as other 1neus 
and many times ſhorter, though our ac- 
count be greater ; therefore let us (pend 
much time with. God, as we endeavour to 
ſpend it all for him, Let not a croud of 
thoughts incur ſtudies, nor acroud of com- 
pany here in the City, thruſt God away 

- fromour ſouls ; but Jer them frequently re- 
tire unto him as the fountain of all light and 
good. Prayer before ourftudies is the key 
tounlock the ſecrets of God ;; and prayer 
afterward is the turning of the key to lotK 
them ſafe into our hearts. Prayer tharpens 
our appetite after truth; and when we 
have found it;it ſers ari edge upon the truth, 
and makes it more cutting and penetra- 
ting into the heart. And aSEraſmms wellſaid 
We ſpall ſpeak more dexteronſly to men, when 


Dexterius 
lognentur 
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with ontr whole hearts we have firſt ſpoken bus, gu 


with God: a | 
Secondly, Let ms look to our ends in our 
work, This was another of his counſe's, 


itt Fain: Let us believe our ſelves what we 
F 2 ſpeak 
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without which indeed our labour wi:l be 3 ” w_ . 
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ſpeak, and then we ſhould mind the glory 
of God, and not our ſelves: Alas ! what 
isthe applauſe of men'when we are gone, 
but like a ſound ina dead mans ear? And 
what is it when we are alive,but an empty 
breath that is loſt ſooner thanigot, and 1s 
got oftentimes Þy 1dieneſs: ſooner then 
raking pains ? And what 18 there elſe that 
can tempt an. ingenuous mind ? -Our very 


-breeding doth reach us to deſpiſe money 


and gain ; but the Example of our Lord 


and his Apoſtles will make it ſeem a fordid 


thing to be trampled under our feet. Let 
the good of men therefore, andthe glory 
of God be the mark at which weaim : And 
the Lord in Heaven hear our prayers, and 
bleſs our preaching. 

Secondly, Then to you of this Pariſh, let 
me ſay few things. And farſt, Pray earneſtly 
awong other petitions for theſe two things 
That God would pardon your unprofita- 
bleneſs, which perhaps you may have been 
guilty of under ſuch means ; and that he 
would bleſs you with another Miniſter of 
fuch a temper as he was, and that will de- 
gn ſo ſeriouſly the good of your ſouls. He 
deſired you ſhould know thathe loved you 
and he prayed God to bleſs you. Ihope 

Ged 
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God will ſo hear his deſires; - and you will 
fo remember his inſtructions; and thoſe 
you have received from farmer Lights, that 
I may ſpare that prayer,? which Mr. Uaal 
uſed at the Funeral of Mr Shut, viz. That 
God will neither let you fall into the hand of 
a dark Lanthorn, nor be led:by an Tgnis fatu« 
us. The Fews have a ſaying (God grant it 
be true)That never doth there'dy any illuſtri- 
ou4 man, but \thexe is another born as bright 
on the ſame''gay; : God loves! the world {6 
well, that:-when.ene Sun ſetsanother riſes; 
to which. they, accommodate that place in 
Eccleſ. 1. 5.5 The, Sun arifeth, and the Sug 
goeth down. Nay they obſerve further, Theft 
he makes ſome ſtar or other ariſe before a Sur 
be. ſet. As Joſhua brean to ſhine before Moſes 
his light was darkened ;- and before Joſhua 
went to bed, Othniel the ſon of Kenaz was ri- 
ſer up to juage. Eli was not gathered to his 
Fathers 08 Samuel appeared to be 4 moſf 
hopeful youth. And among the other Sex 
they alſo note, That Sarah was not taken 4- 
way, till Rebekah was ready to come in her 
ſtead. The Lord grant that youmay find 
this true, and that as now the nights are at 
the ſhorteſt, ſo you may have but a very 
{hort night before another Snn ariſe in this 
I 3 Place. 
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place. Bue if we be ſo unworthy, that God 
will notbleſs us with ſuch a favour, May 
# pleaſe him Þut to. ler poſterity twenty 
year Hence fit under fueh a burning and 
Mining Light : May it pleaſe his goodneſs 
and mercy, that the day of his Death may 
be but che Birth-day of fame eminent pers 

Gn to itluminare this City, 
' | Secondly, Let me heſtechtyou to write 
town any memorable thing -that you have 
beard f:om- him , and hath mnch affected 
v%0u, that it may be engraver upon your 
heart,anddo you good for ever, By this 
means youwill came the hps of the deadto 
fpeak, and you will not lofe att converſe 
with him now that he is gone from you. For 
z mar 8 diſcourſes are the' piGare of his 
ſon!,which is himſelf, Oxy beloved, how 
fad an accouut will you have to niake, if 
you be not truly religious who have had C 0 
many Lights in yoar Candleſtick vhar have 
ſpent chemſelves to ifluminate you Þ how 
wyll you appear beforethe } ent ſeat 
of God,when not onelyone, but four or five 
Miniſters ſhalt witneſs _—_ you? How 
wi'l you look notonly hay, bur thoſt that 
delrvered the I.amp to hify in the face? Or 
rather,how w!ll ns look God in the face, 
when 


l 


—  _—— —” - ow_— ——— — - ——4 __— 


 (C 219) 


when you ſhall think what means of ob- 
raining ſalvation you have enjoyedand yet 
are not ſaved ? Remeinber thertfore now 
all choſe wholſoime counſels you have re- 
ceived from their mouths, and if there be 
any beginnings of godlineſs in your hearts, 
any taſte of Refigion, let me remember you 

rwo direftions which were ſame of the 
laſt he gave you,and write themupon your 
heart. He rold me not long before his fick- 
neſs,that he had begun at his own houſe to 
give fone ſhort exhortarions to ſowe ofhis 
Communicants, in which heintended (I 
think once in a fortnight ) to infiſt upon 
the chief things that belong to the eſtabli- 
ſhinga ſoul in grace. He begun this courſe 
April t 4.ard lived to give but two direGQti- 
ons, which I ſhall again commend co your 


—_—_ 
irft, He deſired you to beware left you 
ſhould be found in the number of the giddy, or 
of the lazy profeſſeurs of this ge ; And one 
argument whereby he preſſed to diligence 
was this, Death « near you, like to 8 Mole it 
i digging your Graves nnder you(ſo was his 
expreſſion, therefore whatſoever your haud 
finds to do,doit with all your might, Ecclef. 
9. 10, My beloved, ans i be as near 
— 
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to. you now, a$it was then to him, and 
therefore take heed that you be not found 
idle and uſeleſs ſervants. 

Secondly, He adviſed you to give diligence 
wot oply to be ſincere Chri Os ,but alſogrow- 
ing Chriſtians, and at length excellent and 
very exemplary. Here he direded you to 
Jay the foundation well , and then inten- 
ded.to ſhow how to raiſe the building and 
ſu perſtrucure upon it ; but God took him 
away before he could do that. I beſeech 
you Jabour to be crue and real Chriſtians, 
though perhaps you may not live to grow 
t0.any great height, no morethen he lived 
fo dire& you to it. Look to your hearts 
teſt. there be any root of bitterneſs that 
way make you to backſlide ; and remem- 
ber,as his very expreſſion was, That there is 
mo ſuch Antidote 4gainſt Apoſtacy,as real in- 
A ty and ſincerity. Yea remember all other 

Diſcourſes of his,and your other Mi- 
<7 iy that you may frame your lives ac- 
cording to them, and grow taller (if you 
live ſtil!)by ſo many ſhowrs. Let me a lit- 
tie quicken 'ou by this ſtory. Zeho Cittie- 
#5 conſu'ted with the Oracle, how he might 
live well; and he received this Anſiver, 
ery orice Tc}; yewgois,if he was of che ſame 

colour 
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colour with the dead. This he interpreted 


ro mean,that he ſhould get and read ail the 
ancient Books that he could hear of; and 
then ſteep and die his mind in their ſacred 
notions. My Brethren , what St. Paw{ ſaid 
of Epimenides his ſentence,Tze. 1. 13. that 
I may fay of this , ' This Teſtimony is true. 
Lookas like to the dead in the Lord,as e- 
ver youll can, and labour to turn your ſouls 
into their ſhape. Not as though there were 
no living examples and teachers which you 
are t0,mind ( thanks be to God there are a 
great number here before you)but I would 
wiſh you not to forget men when they are 
dead and gone ; For you caxnot tell how ſoox 
you muſt live according to the manner of the 
dead, and not of the living. The world may 
prove ſo bad, that if you will be of their 
colour , you may be all, tut only white. 
Let be beſeech you therefore to remem- 
ber his DoGrine, and his manner of life 
to9, to tread in his ſteps, and be followers 
of him, as he was of Chriſt. And though I 
FÞavealready made your patience ſweat, yet 
let me exerciſe ita little longer, and bor- 
row ſo much time of you, as but to remind 


you of a few things I wonld have you ime | 


tate. I, Remember how great a reverence 
| he 
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he did bear to the Name of God. You 
Nould nor hear _—_ of it (I think ) 
withotit alteration of his countenance,and 
the manner of his pronunciation. Learn 
from him fiot to take it upon every trifling 
occalion; arid when you have any diſceurſe 
of hun, let your wind be ſerious,and lay a- 
fide laughter atid jefting with whatſoever 
at another time may be lawful, but not 
grave enough to keep company with God. 
2. Remember how ſerions he was in pray- 
er and addreſſes unto God. His ſoul ſee- 
med to be gathered into ir ſelf, and then 
gathered up to God. And I believe you can 
remember that his expreſſions were ſuch 
that all might joyn with him, and that he 
was not acted by any private, but a pub- 
lick and divine ſpirit. 3. How he taught 
yoll to obferve the Lords day. Not long 
ago he entred with me into a diſcourſe of 
that thing ; and I perceived by it he had 
earneſtly defired of you in foie Sermons to 
ſpend chat time more religiouſly,in recoun- 
ting the mercies of God in telling to your 
Children and Setvants the great things that 
the Lord hath done ſince the beginning of 
the world, that they may be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance. Burt efpecially in mag- 
nifying 
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nitying the goodneſs and wiſdome of God 
In the g'orious work of Redemption þy 
Chriſt Jeſus. 4. Remember his Charity to 
rhe poor, to which he excited you not on- 
[y 10 publick but in private ; and if you 
cou:d have (cen it, by his examplealſo. 
From ſome of you ſure it was that he ob- 
tained yearly a good fuunn for poor Scho- 
lars inthe Univerſity ; not being content 
with doing good himſelf, unleſs you did 
reap ſome fruit too, Do nat forget I ſay 
this Charity ; now that he 1s gone, but let it 
be ſtill as a living water,though it doth not 
run through the ſame hands. 

Fifthly,Get a faithful Friend if you can; 
fora Friend was a thing, that he much lo- 
ved and valued as the rareſt Jewel in the 
world nextto Piety; without whichno man 
can be our true Friend, A true Friend will 
tel] you of your faults, he will adviſe you 
of your concernments, he will be to you as 
the Wife in your boſom. He may indeed 
fometimes be more dear then the neareſt 
relation which we have, and there is a 
Friend thar ſticketh clofer then a Brother, 
or whatſoever name of love there is in the 
world. And therefore it is obſervable thar 
in Det. 13.6, he is put in the laſt place as 
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the chiefeſt of all relations. If thy Brother, 
or thy Son,or thy Daughter or the Wife of thy 
Boſom,or thy Friend which is as thy own ſoul, 
entice thee ſecretly, ſaying,&c.]t is very clecr 
that Moſes riſes up by ſteps from the low- 
eſt to the higheſt ; from a Brother of the 
ſame venter, to a Child,and then to a wife, 
and at laſt toa Friend,as the higheſt of a'l : 
And it is likewiſe clear,that a man and wife 
are but one fleſh, but a Man and his Friend 
are one ſoul ; and therefore unleſs they be 
friends as well as Man and Wife, there is a 
greater love then theirs ; but when both 
theſe conſpire together, the relation ofa 
friend and of conſorts too, then it is the 
higheſt of all love,and tle [mage of the love 
that is berween Chriſt and his Church. _ 
Friendſhip is ſuch a ſacred thing , that 
though weare ſometimes miſtaken in our 
choiſe, yet it is not fit to ſnap the bonds 
_ as aſunder : but gently to diſſolve them, that 
| _ non there may be ſome love afterward. So Car- 
lacerabo, day profeſſeth that he would never rend 
= _e ;. and teara falſe friendſhip in pieces, but 
#2 preprie. would fairly unlooſe it, and pick the 
threads by which theywere ſou n together. 
] have ſaid more of this then of the reſt, be- 
cauſe it is ſorare; and weare moſt apt to 
talk of the thing we love. To 


UM 


——— 


Peng "ar 7 7) Joon "_ ot Mt 


—_—  ___ 


Cn25). 


To conclude this my addreſs to you, ler 
me prevatl with you to remember but this 
in General, how he commended Religion 

to you both in his words, and in his prac- 
tiſe ; as the life of the ſoul,as the ſoul of 
frtendſhip,as the beſt friend ofmen,and the 
beſt natured thing and fulleſt of humanity 
in the world.It did not appear in him with 
its faceall clouded, with looks ſable and 
ſad, with eyes heavy or diſtorced ;_ but he 
repreſented it as the very joy of ones heart 
the marrow of our bones,and that which 
oives health toall our fleſh. Methinks irc 
ſhould make you all in love with religion, 
when you remember how chearfu], how 
pleafant,and I had almoſt ſaid, how ſport- 

* fula thing it ſeemed. When we have once 

attained to the true guſt and reliſh of it, a 

man that ſhall perſwade us to forſake it, 

ſhall be like to him that 1s in love with his 
own Dreams, & would perſwadeus intothe 

Paradiſe of fool-,And ifat any time you be 

ſad, O what ſweet thingsare thoſe tears /! 
how full of joy are thoſe ſorrows! they are 

like a Cypreſs caſt over a beautiful face ; 
or at the worſt but like the clouds which 
cover the face of the Sun for a while, that it 
may be more acceptatle when it ſhines, 
and 
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and beſide they water the Earth with their 
ſhowrs,which make it flouriſh and ſpring 
the better. 

But there are ſome other here preſent, 
who will exped a few words from me,and 
therefore I muſt paſs theſe things over 
without any further enlargements. 

Thirdly, To you then who were his Au- 
ditors and Friends, let we ſay that I hope 
you have learned by his inſtrucionto choſe . 
another guide if you want one in your own 
Pariſhes ; and that you cannot honour his 
acquaintance more, then by a devout and 
ſtri& life,and w alking or derly and peacea- 
bly according ro the Goſpel, I ain ſure he 
loved his friends with anardent love, and 
he wasas void of com plement;as he was of » 
gall: And therefore love his memory, and 
labour todo that which you think would 
have pleaſed him beſt, if he had ſtill lived, 
And what is that ? as St. Fohn ſaith concer- 
ning his children,ſo woyld he have ſaid of 
his friends, I have no greater joy then to 
hear that you walk in the cruth,3 Epifhu.4- 
and therefore he ſaith, v. 11. Beloved, fot- 
low not that which is evil hat that which is 
good ; bc that deeth geod is of God ; but he 
that ha ſl evil hath t ſeen God; 

Foarthly, 
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Fourthly,To his relations I need only ſay 
that I need ſay nothing. For Niould I ſay 
remember him ? alas ! he was ſo dear, that 
they cannot. forget him. Shall I-ſay be of 
good comfort ? their picty is ſo great,that 
it will let them want no cordial:. Shall I 
bid them prepare themſelves again{t all 0» 
ther changes? that is counſel comman tous 
all. And therefore I will notaddreſs m 
4 ſpeechuntothem,nat knowing how to A 
winiſter any counſel where there are ſo 
many Phyſicians. | 

Fifthly , But laſtly to my ſelf, what ſhall 
Ifay ? Ifhe that hath loſt a friend be half 
dead,and likea worm cut in two, (as.Naze- nSerd; 
&nzen ſpeaks ) then it is a wonder that I - = 
have ſaid already ſo much to yen. Little ,,; 20, 
do I think when he ſo paſſionately bewail- 
ed thedeath ofour Friend Mr. Br:ght,that 
I ſhould ſo ſoon have come topay wy tears 
at his Funeral. 

I haveſſaid enough, having called my 
ſelf fool by ſaying ſo much. But love made 
me blind,and love makes me ſpeak it. And 
O that we could all ſhow that we loved 
him by our tears ! O that we couldall wa- 
ter his aſhes with ſuch affectionate ſhowers 
that nothing but Rofes and Violets might 

grow 
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| fro upon his grave; that his naine niay be 
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tke a ſweet perfume ,. that none may vio- 
fate that- precious thing by any envious 
ard peſtilent breath:May thy duſt fleep in 
peace wy dear Friend ! may thy aſhes rake 
an indiſturbedreſt.May thy memory be al- 
waies greenand freſh in my mind. May I 
live and doas much good. And may The 
as happy in my Jatter end ! O my ſoul; let 
us begin rhen to take our leave more ſe- 
riouſly of this world ; let us ceaſe to weep 
for him,and weep for our own folly. Ariſe, 
ariſe,uemfouy irnv3y, &c. Let us gOaway 
from hence. Let us throw away theſe 
dreams. Let us not live among theſe ſha- 


: dows, Let us not be mockt any moreby 


theſe falſe pleaſures. Let honour , glory, 
and applauſe find fome body elſe to make 
their fools. Farewell all the Ptppers 
that dance on the ſcene of this world. - 
Farewel a'l theſe painted c'ouds, theſe 
puilded vanities, theſe Hyperbolized no- 
things. Let this henceforth be writ upon 
wy heart, yea let it be ingraven on uyall, 
Vanity of vanities ſaith the preacher, all isva- 
nity. Surely man at his beſ# eſtate is altoge* 
ther vazity. 


FINIS, 


